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| THE OBLIGATORY EDITORIAL 


ilf a week is a long time in soccer, what is two months? Sorry to start with a cliche but it seer 


that cliches are flavour of the month at the moment with mentions of ‘mafia’ and ‘kick backs 
;and criminai activites and so on ad iniinitum (or possibiy in this case, ad nauseum). ihe 
inumber of people with something to say about soccer over the past month has stunned this 
ipub‘ication. 

‘The quality of comments has not. !t seems most of the specialist soccer writers have been a 
little hesitant to say what they realty think for fear of being black-balled. If this is the case, it's 
itime they got out of the game. People being afraid to say what they think is exactly what's heid 
ithe game back in this country. 

\‘Studs Un’ would like to thank all those who contacted us to voice their support for what we are 
‘attempting todo. It seems a few other people fee! the same way. For now, ‘Studs Up’ will 
,continue to be published bi-monthly, and when the funds ailiow for it, monthly. Remember, it's 
‘your fanzine. The fan's voice. Although we are an amateur publication, we ARE being listened 
ito by people who run the game. How long they continue to run the game is a decision which 
/may soon be out of their hands. 


lf there is change, let’s hope it’s not cosmetic. This time soccer really is at the crossroads 


| 
| 
' 
| 
! 
' 
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Well, the ASF had it coming. At long last fingers are being pointed at the people 
in charge, but just how many heads are going to roll, and most importantly 


Can the Senate finish what Justice Stewart started? 


Just when Oz soccer was about to focus on 
a long overdue four nation explosion of L-23 
action, along came Justice Stewart's report 
and the ASF once again shot itself in the 
foot. This time, from a gun they had 
themselves loaded six months ago. 


When South Africa were here in June 1994, 
the media eagerly snapped up the story of 
Ned Zelic demanding money from Sydney 
Olympic, apparently owed since his transfer 
to Borussia Dortmund in May 1992. The 
decision the ASF took - in inviting former 
NCA chief Douglas Stewart to ‘have a look 
at the way we do things' - was a bomb 
waiting to happen. With the nature of the 
inquiry (being that anyone with a grievance 
was welcome to get it off their chesi), it was 
always odds-on that shrapnel would hit 
some awkwardly placed people. The ASF 
must have known what the likely outcome 
of such an investaigation was to be. For the 
ASF to pretend they were shocked by 
Justice Stewart's revelations displays either 
astonishing naivety, or more likely, gross 
incompetence and neglect at the highest 
level of office. Sadly. | suspect it was the 
latter. 

One of the more predictable parts about one 
of the darker chapters in the history of 
Australian soccer was the cynical way it 
was reported through the print media. But 
who were half of the reporters sticking the 
boots in? Have they ever seen a game of 
soccer? Some of the more respected 
journalists found yet another way to ridicule 
soccer, pretending not to laugh at the way 
the game is run, without actually coming up 
with anything truly constructive. The reason 
for the lack of worthwhile suggestions was 
obvious. They know fuck-all about the 
game. They only come out for a look when 
there is the sniff of incompetence. or in this 
latest case, corruption. Then, with the 
benefit of 20/20 hindsight they make ‘holier 
than thou' judgements on matters in which 
they have no experience. To top it off. 
‘Sports Tonight' tried to keep a straight face 
when asking viewers to phone a choice of 
0055 numbers to say whether Thommo 
should get the sack or not. 


The ASF was always going to be on a 
hiding to nothing when the report was 
released, but John Constantine 
compounded the problem when he decided 
to give a private briefing to selected 
journalists. 


Why would 
John — only 
invite a 
few? "It 
was a 
matter of 
logistics, | 
could only 
fit a certain 
number of 
people in 
my office”. 
said John, 
when 
asked by 
the Sydney 
Sun-Heraid 
why they 
weren't 
invited. 
Thankfully, a representative of the Greek 
Herald was invited so at least the Greek 
community knew what was going on. 

After the dust had settled, and every 
journalist and his dog had given soccer it's 
periodical hammering, the bottom line was 
as inevitable as it was sensible. Let's have 
a real inquiry. Let's get people to say it all 
over again, this time, on the record, under 
oath. 

The danger now is that because the terms 
of reference have been widened to include 
other sports, soccer may be banished to the 
back-burner, and the one chance soccer 
has to cleanse itself of the various cancers 
may be lost. But PLEASE! This time 
involve some people who REALLY know 
about soccer. Then the panel might spend 
less time with bullshit, and more time on 
the things that are hindering the growth of 
soccer in this country. !f you're a regu’ar 
reader of ‘Stucs Up’, you'll know what they 
are. 

For the sake of the game in this country. 
lets hope that doesn’t happen. 





Constantine: 


Guily of 
financial 
irregularities 














Dj 
id that REALLY hap pen? 5 - Adelaide City suffers another blow with a shoot-out loss to the relegation threatened 


Studs Up’ takes pemonthly view and review of soccer in Australia. Heidelberg. The Knights capitalise with a 1-0 win over Parramatta, although the result is soured | 
after a flare-up between Viduka and George Scuris at the end of the match. | 








BRE MELD 5 - Meanwhile. in Sydney the ex-Pumas win their clash at Olympic, sending Vince Estavillio 
shuffling off to the board to offer his resignation Ante Milicic scores the only goal at Marconi to | 
DECEMBER keep Sydrey Utd in touch with the top two. 7 
ba " Acidelberg get their first win with a 2-1 victor y in Wollongong. 8 - Australia and Colombia play out a 0-0 draw in Brisbane, but all the signs are visible that | 
- Adelaide City move to within three points of the Knights after winni . Saturday could be a beauty. —_— 
18 - Sydney Olympic ‘keeper Mike Gibson shows ni are factraintet es theo 11 - ...well, not quite. Colombia take home the trophy but not much self-belief after Australia did 
allows two Sth Melb penalties to be re-taken. Yes, Gibson did move, but so did South ‘keeper everything but score. Ricard is the South American hero with the only goal after 66 minutes. 
Anastasiadis... West Adelaide jump to third with a 2-1 win over the ex-Pumas a 12 - Brisbane throw down the gauntlet to the other top six pretenders with a stunning 4-1 win at 
23 - Alex Kuzmanovic cops a red card on debut for Sth Melb as his new side crashes 0-3 at Parramatta, severely denting the Eagles finals hopes in the process. Heidelberg get their second 
Somers St. The ex-Pumas climb to 11th with a shoot-out win over Parramatta me win for the year over a distraught Sydney Olympic, but the big shock is the 4-0 hammering 
27 - In the match of the season (so far) Adelaide City thump the Knights 3-0 in front of over handed out by Wollongong at West Adelaide. The minor chamnionship was now down to a 
9,060 fans. Meanwhile at Sydney Utd, Oz captain Paul Wade starts on the bench as Sth Melb three horse race. : ; 
go down 1-2. The Blues have now conceded 22 goals in 10 games. Marconi also in deep shit 15 - Australia has a comfortable 2-1 win over a disappointing Japan at the SFS. Markovski and 
after losing 1-2 at Sydney Olympic. West Adelaide continue their excellent run of results with a Corica both score their frist goals at senior level for their country. 
weighed sclbal hapless Bergers. 18 - Former youth international Darren locca hits a hat-trick as Marconi beat cellar-dwellers 
30- Sth Melb get their first win since October 23 with a 2-0 win over Marconi” ni Heidelberg 4-2 | 
the bar twice before Con Boutsianis scores the killer in injury-time ele jell iucapaiaeaiann 19 - Wollongong's Pat Bradley goes unpunished after a horrific Studs Up tackle on Gabriel 
Mendez early in the game with Parramatta. Mendez is stretchered off. and in post-match 
SANUARY dressing-room interview queries the relevance of that tyne of tackle in soccer 
2 ~ No happy new year for the Knights as they go down 1-2 at home to Sydney Olympic. 
Heidelberg come from behind to down Parramatta 2-1. while Morwell end West Adelaide's fine .. AND OFF 
run, inflicting a 3-2 defeat. Adelaide City miss the chance to go top of the table by losing a DECEMBER 
5 -ath Mh i es ne 9 - West Adelaide will try to prevent SBS from screening ‘live’ their match against iocai rivals 
Ihe opentae tutthe ex Pumas for six at Olympic Park atte Sydney Utd beat the Bergers 3-0 in Adeiaide City. Now that shouid piease the sponsors... 
the Opening game of the hastily arranged double-header 13 - Sth Melb announces the signing of Alan Davidson. 
7 - Both sides have a man sent off as the Knights win 3-2 at Marconi. Parramatta have a 14 - Henry Siwka (left) becomes the new chairman of the 


Victorian Soccer Federation after defeating Joe Caruso atthe 
VSF annual general meeting. The Stewart Report debate hots up 
with Tony Labbozzetta firing verbal bullets at Senator Peter 
Baume. Let's have it out on "On the Ball", says Tony 

15 -"No thanks", says Peter. Meanwhile, Ex Sth Metb boss Jim 
Pyrgolios wants to take over from Mike Urukalo at Heidelberg. 

16 - Ex-Pumas in strife as Alcisi and Kuzmanovic demand the 
wages they claim are owed. 

18 - Norwich City are ready to buy Sydney Utd ‘keeper Zeljko 


aR age iy Sil 
controversial 2-9 triumph at Morwell, who say they will fire in a complaint about the performance 
of referee John Davies. 


8 - Brisbane picks up the bonus point with as - | 
nets twice as Avelaite City scien thie Wolves ‘a eee aie 
13 - in the battle of the cellar-dwellers the ex-Pumas beat the Bergers 3-0. while the Wolves 
thump Olympic 4-1, 

14 - The Four Nations Tournament kicks off at the SFS. Denmark show why we need our 
overseas (and over-aged?) players in defence by convincingly winning 3-1 over the Olyroos. 
15 - Adelaide City miss another chance to go top by going down 1-2 ina pulsating Adelaide 





i A Adelaide's fears about the live telecast affecting gate receipts are largely ‘Kalac. ae 

; ais 23 - Frank Arok consults his form charts and predicts Sth Me 
16 - Canberra hosts part two of the FNT, with Australia's chances of making the final looking ; will beat the Knights 1-0. Frank is sent back to his charts after 
grim following a 1-1 stalemate with Korea. "I think the ref lost the plot", claims ET. a losing 0-3. 


Determined to 


- t d Newcastle are also 
clean up the game 27 - Rumours suggest Southampton an 


18 - Woilongong fans witness a dire 0-6 draw between Denmark and Korea. Their spirits are 
interested in the services of Kalac. 


lifted marginally after Australia beat Japan 2-1. 
20 - Australia repeat their success with a 3-1 win over the Japenese, while in the main event 


Denmark overcome Korea 2-1. JANUARY 

22 - Wollongong snatch the four points with a 1-0 win at the Knights, prompting Mirko Bazic to 3 - The ex-Pumas go pubiic with concerns over their losses from playing at Olympic Park. . 
speak his mind (see Get the Book out!). Adelaide City confirm their favouritism for the title with 5 - The Seven Network's 'Summer Edition’ runs a story on the Stewart Report, claiming that one 
Be demolition of Sydney Utd. of Justice Stewart's recommendations is to dismiss Eddie Thomson. Ned Zelic claims he wot!d 
26 - Australia Day is celebrated 'Greek-style’ at the Olympic Village where South Melbourne consider his future if Thommo was axed. 
come from behind to beat the 'bergers 3-1. No change at the top where Ad City and Melb 6 - Jeff Kennett gives his first major soccer-related interview to the Melbourne Herald-Sun and 
Knights both win away from home 1-0. Eight Knights players get shown yellow cards tips a bucket on most people involved in the running of the game. "I've been fairly despondent 
29 - The shock of the season so far as Adelaide City crash to the ex- Pumas 0-1 19 Melbourne with the way soccer Is run nationally. | think the way the Stewart Inquiry has been handled is 
The Knights fail to take acvantage of the REAL ZEBRAS Mmistortune by losing a shoot-out at abysmal" 

West Adelaide. Sydney Utd fail to Mpress ina 1-0 win over Sydney Olyrmnpr 8 -‘On the Ball’ makes a welcome return with Kyle Patterson as the new host. Johnny Warren 
FEBRUARY appears completely fed up with the incompetence of Australian soccer officials, wiiile Francis 

4 - South Melbourne S revival Continues as they move into the t ip Six for the feat tiene this Awaritefe shows he could have a job in television when his on-field career ends 

Season with a 3-1 win over Wollongong, but lose two Players inthe process Alan Davidson is 10 - Black Friday comes three cays early for the ASF as the Senate Committee goes public with 
heading back to Malaysia, while Francis Awaritele breaks his left arn and itis later revealed he a few a Justice Stewart's recommendations. Eddie Thomson's head is first on the block with 
will miss at least six weeks Les Schienflug right behind him. A few crafty politicians sense an opportunity to make a few 


headlines for themselves in the process. Senator Baume suggests the code needs an enema! 











11 - The ASF ducks for cover as all the daily tabloids & 
broadsheets have a field day at soccer's expense. Heidelberg 
takes advantage of the media's attention (and reporters) being 
elsewhere by sacking Mike Urukalo, but forgetting to tell him! 
{2 - Network 10's viewers are emphatic. Over 80% of tne 5.000+ 
callers suggest Thommo should stay. 
14 - Zeljko Kalac's transfer to Norwich is doubt efter the Brits fail 
to issue a work permit. 
15 - 'On the Bail’ provides marvellous entertainment as virtually 
everyone has their say on the Stewart inquiry. Not content with 
the Sports Tonight poll, OTB run their own. This time it’s only 
60% in favour of ET... 
17 - Heidelberg president Peter Tsaklis insists he has no 
intention of stepping down. 
24 - Eddie Thomson (right) names a provisional 20-man squad 
for the games against Colombia. Adelaide City and South 
Melbourne both supply five players. Mirko Bazic is (probably) 
relieved to see the names of only three Knights players. 

[as t2, 26 - Congratulations to Paul Wade (left} and Sam Vella are in 
order after being awarded the ‘Order of Australia’ medals. 
27 - The Senate nears it’s first day of evidence and Justice 
Stewart lets go with both barrels. 
He accuses Constantine, Thomson and _abozzetta amongst 
others of standing over witnesses and potential witnesses. The 
pressure is building for some of those in the firing line... 
28 - The State Federations meet in Melbourne to discuss a plan 
of attack for the upcoming ASF general meeting. 
29 - Eddie Tromson goes public with his plan to include an 
Olyroc team in the NSL for the 1997-98 season. 
31 - The Stewart report is mentioned in the British House of 
Commons as MP’s over there have their say on how crooxed 
soccer is. The Frank Talia transfer appears to be of particular 
interest. 






FEBRUARY 
1 - The Stewart Inquiry claims it's first big scalp with the resignation of John Constantine. John 
Dimtsis takes over as caretaker chairman, but his position on the commission looks to be in 
jeopardy as Victoria's Henry Siwka confirms that Don Di Fabrizio is their preferred candidate. 
Significantly, JC resigns two days after the deadline for nominations to the board. 

Meanwhile, it is reported that Belgian-based youth star John Aloisi has turned his back on 
Australia for fear of losing his place at Antwerp by gaining ‘foreigner status. 

2 - Former World Cup goalkeeper Jack Reilly says the entire ASF board should quit. 

3 - Les Schienflug announces his final squad of 18 for the World Youth Championships. 
Sixteen of the players are with NSL clubs. 

7 - Players Union boss Kim Taiiadores fronts the Senate hearing and ciaims certain piayers had 
failed to make themselves available to Justice Stewart due to fears of reprisals from Mssrs 
Thomson and Schienflug. 

9 - Abbas Saad is questioned by Singapore anti-corruption officers in relation to match-fixing 

17 - Sydney Olympic replace Vince Estaviilo with Geoff Harcombe, and have a further change up 
their sleeve.. 


19-.. with disgraced former ASF honcho John Constantine returning to the board of his former 
club after an extraordinary general meeting. (Must have been extraordinary - ed ) 
And that’s just the start of the year. Imagine what's tocome — Stay tuned! 





When the ASF & SBS launched the Australian Soccer Supporters Club in 1993, fans 
could have been forgiven for thinking that a new era was to begin in fan communication. 
But the whole episode has ended in farce, as ignorance and apathy again won out. The 


Who killed the ASSC ? 


question is though: 


When ‘Studs Up' mentioned the demise of 
the ASSC in it’s inaugural issue, we didn't 
expect the sort of reaction we got. After 
Johnny Warren made some casual remarks 
on ‘On the Ball’ on January 15 it appears 
some of the honchos at the ASF (in 
particular ASF Marketing Chief Cec Bucello) 
weren't too impressed. 

Mr Bucello contacted the offices of ‘Studs 
Up' to give his version of events surrounding 
the ASSC. He claims the concept came 
about initially through the number of fans 
greeting the various Aussie teams at 
airports in Sydney. 

The ASF got SBS involved and things 
looked promising, but in the words of Mr 
Bucello, “bureaucrats got hold of the thing" 
and apparently after the initial costs involved 
in purchasing the various ‘goodies’ for the 
Junior Membership Packs had been paid 
for, the rest was swallowed up in 
administration costs. Vr Bucello claims the 
ASF and SBS even made a loss on the 
whole exercise! 

‘Studs Up’ understands some meetings 
between the various ASF and SBS camps 
were hastily arranged and a joint stance 
negotiated to limit the damage. Tacked on 
to the end of ‘On the Ball’ on February 4 
were the following comments from host 
Kyle Patterson. 

“A couple of weeks ago on this program 
some words of disappointment were 
expressed over the apparent demise of the 
Australian Soccer Supporter’s Club. We 
aired some complaints by members of the 
club who were most unhappy about the 
treatment they had received. Well, after 
some further checking we have found that 
in fact the partners, who were the ASF and 
SBS. have folded the project because of 
lack of support. The response just wasnt 
there. But the members whe did sign up 
did get ail they had paid for. 

So, there's the official stand. Fair enough 
for the Juniors who got a few ASF approved 
goodies for their $21, but for the Gold 
Members who forked out $66 and have 12 
months of ‘Soccer Australia’ to show for it... 
O.K. we got some discount vouchers for the 
93/94 CCSL season. Oh, anda 





personalised gold membership card as a 
souvenir of the scheme. But the reality is 
that the promised functions never 
eventuated for one reason or another. 
The functions? According to a letter from 
the ASSC dated November 14, 1994: 
There were several functions organised and 
offered on the 0055 facility. First an 
organised tour to see other games. 

Second, an organised tour to Los Angeles 
to attend World Cup games. Unfortunately, 
these organised functions received no 
response and were subsequently cancelled. 
We organised other functions in other cities 
such as a City to Surf function promoted as 
a run with leading soccer players which 
once again was not responded to and 
ultimately cancelled. 

It is always the fans who are blamed 
when-great ideas don’t get the expected 
response. But how many fans did they 
seriously expect to attend the World Cup 
Finals following Australia's elimination? 

To this writer, social functions where 
committed Oz supporters could meet each 
other and plan their own functions was a 
crucial factor in ensuring the club's 
success. Even the various UK supporters 
groups meet once a month in pubs across 
the country. Simple advertisements placed 
strategically in publications such as ABSW 
would have kick-started the hardcore fans 
who no doubt would have done more for the 
ASSC than Mr Bucello’s bureaucrats. 
Perhaps next time the ASF could contact 
someone like Micky Brock to see how fans 
are happy to contribute and indeed do a lot 
of the work. 

| think Mr Bucello summed it up pretty well 
when he said “bureaucrats got hold of the 
thing”. 

It appears that some people in the 
organization feit there may be a quick buck 
to be made, and ff it is true that those 
people made a loss on the exercise then | 
reckon they got what they deserved. 








The ASSC should never have been 
motivated by profit. That is the real 
lesson. 








— 


251 days after Jason Polak's spectacular so/o goal had given Australia victory over a 
disappointing South Africa, local fans could once again see the Socceroos in action. 


AUSTRALIA V COLOMBIA - Feb 8 Brisbane, Feb 11 Sydne 








Before we get on to the park, ! must begin by registering my disgust at the home team 
playing in their ‘away’ strip. For the third home international in succession Australia lined up in 
blue and green, and if Australia doesn't start wearing the ‘green and gold’ like it should then we'll 
have to send Bill Lawry around to sort you out (cue Billy Birmingham). And while we're in the 
whinging mood, $27 IS too much for a friendly international involving NO overseas based players 
from either side. Not that we expected them, but $27 is exhorbitant when the pubiic knows very 
little about the opposition. The media treated our guests as if they were Higuita and others, 
when a bit of homework would have shown that four squad members - including the excellent 
Pacheco - were at the Barcelona Olympics, in a team which was desparately unlucky to reach 
the quarter-finals. Austraiia's squad containec only five remnants from Spain. Sadly, the 
Colombians faiied to bring Henry Zambrano, who made such an impression at the World Youth 
Cup in 1993. 









The first shock of the series was before a ball was 
kicked with Eddie Thomson announcing the retention of 
Paul Wade as captain. With Wade hardly playing for 
Sth Melb over the previous month it was suspected the 
squad was picked on reputation, not form. The 
selection of Durakovic confirmed this theory. Warren 
Spink’s selection was also a bit of a mystery given his 
return of one goal in nine matches for Morwell since his 
return from Malaysia. Spink could have had a hat-trick 
in the Sydney game and his faiiure to score was 
evidence of a man out of form. 

While Eddie Thomson continues to be impressed by the 
number of chances created by our national team, the 
stark reality is that Australia had now scored only three 
goals in our past eight matches. 





: y | 


It is difficult to see where our forwards might appear from. Viduka's iast minute withdrawal 
from the squad through injury was untimely, but having had a moderate series in the Olyroos 
tournament, it was difficult to see him improving on those performances against an open-age 
defence. ET made much mileage over the absence of Siater, Zelic, A.Vidmar and others, but 
conveniently failed to mention the absence of Asprilla, Vaiencia, Rincon, Valenciano et al, which 
would have fully exposed the uncertainties of Kalac. While on the subject of Kalac, it is worth 
mentioning his distribution. {tis simply not up to international standard. in the first half of the 
Sydney match. Kalac chose the ‘iong-ball’ option eleven times. On only two occasions did the 
ball reacn an Australian head. Only once did Zjelko rall the bali to an Australian defender to 
begin a deliberate build-up. Perhaps he was under instructions from ET and LS, but twice the 
ball went straight out of play. and twice the bail went straight to his opposite number Higuita. 
Alsc, three times in the series Kalac lost out on one-on-one situations and was punished only 
once. The soccer fraternity was surprised wnen Norwich bid $1.2 miilion for nim in January, and 
after this display Sydney Utd will pray that overseas clubs don't see the video of this series. 

The local media down-played the poor results with exnlanations of Australia's dominance in 
cnances made and squandered, but Colombia made enough clear-cut chances to win both 
games, and in fact out-scored the locals on the corner count in both games. 

True, Alex Tobin will forever remember Cordoba's penalty save, and Warren Spink will forever 
remember his trio of missed chances, when on ail three occasions he had only the goalkeeper 
to beat. To be fair to Spink, he did earn the penalty when he was clothes-lined by Bermudez. 
At the end of the night though, the Coiombians have taken the tropny back to South America, 
and the Oz fans must again be content with just being competitive. Frustration mounted 
amongst the crowd as renditions of "All we are saying, is give us a goal" rang out. This followed 
the bizarre sight cf some dickhead in a Tottenham (?!} shirt suddenly having the urge to sit in the 
centre circie. Yeliow card in order for the security peopie perhaps... 





Okay, enough of the negative shit. Yes. there 
were plenty of positives. Corica did well. 
although he tends to hold on to the ball a little | 
long at times, like-wise Lazaridis, but both Stan | 
and Jason Polak have cemented a spot in the fe 
‘A' team at least. Whether there is room for ! 


i 
i 
le 
} 


them when the Euro-based guys return is 
another thing. Tony Popovic looks a great !ong- 
term prospect, dealing with the taller and bulkier 
Ricard pretty well, although he appeared to be 
at fault when Ricard scored, just playing him 
onside. The defence in general did quite well | 
except for a couple of almost comical incidents, } ; 
especially when Tobin smacked the ball into F 
Vidmar when attempting to clear. It could have }° 
easily been another TV own-goal. Up front, 
Markovski unsettled the South Americans with pe 
his robust style, and set up an open goal for F.. 
Spink which Cordoba did well to block. We can & 
only imagine the problems he might have ; 
caused had he played alongside Mark Viduka. } 

Maybe one day.. : 





ET has now used twenty-six different players in his starting line-ups since Buenos Aires, with 
only Ivanovic, Tobin, and T Vicmar being ever-presents. Wade would almost certainly have 
joined that trio had he not missed the second match through injury. 

Of course Zelic, Slater, Van Blerk and Veart have been unavailable since the Kirin Cup in May 
1994, and ET has a difficult job maintaining a consistent line-up, but the selection of players just 
to give them a run is not on. Horvat, for example, should be played at sweeper or not at all. It is 
fine to say that you want to see how he goes at international level, but if he has a bad game do 
you discard him? Of course not! If Horvat is never going to play a ‘game that matters’ in 
midfield, why play him there? | thought ET may have learnt that lesson after playing Aloisi at 
sweeper in the Olyroos tournament...As it was, Horvat did all right in midfield, but what did it 
prove? Eddie Thomson was running out of excuses. Against Japan, it was put up or shut up. 


AUSTRALIA V JAPAN - Feb 15 Sydney 


Maybe ET does phone home occasionally, because he certainly seemed to heed public opinion 
by playing with two, YES TWO, up front against the current Asian champions. 

The results were aimost immediate. In the fifth minute, Markovski was left virtually unchallenged 
to head home a Vidmar cross. You could almost hear Thomson and the rest of Australia sigh 
with relief. It was nearly 2-0 within minutes as Vidmar headed over from a Corica corner. The 
Japanese re-grouped however, and Maezono made a great run down the left beating two 
defenders on his way, and fired the ball towards the near post. Horvat could only half clear the 
ball, and although Vidmar and Kalac combined to block the follow-up shot, Kenta Hosegawa 
buried the rebound from four metres out with four defenders inside the six-yard box. 

A sloppy goal, perhaps, but a timely reminder of the importance of discipline in the backline. 


Just when the teams seemed ready to go to the break on even terms, Australia put together a 
five man move that surely rivals anything produced by an Australian team. No doubt SBS will 
show it to us all plenty of times and you probably know the goal anyway, but if | just say Polak, 
Vidmar, Spink, Corica, Markovski, Corica, GOAL}, you'll know what | mean when | say i've 
waited maybe twenty years to see us do it. !f only we could see it more often! 

Minutes later, Markovski found Spink with a 40-yard crossfield ball, but sadly just failed to meet 
the return cress at the back stick. with goalkeeper Matsunaga in no-man's !and. 


Australia had plenty of excellent chances to go further ahead in the second half too. Spink 
headed straight at Matsunaga from eight metres when left totally unmarked following an inch- 
perfect Lazaridis cross. Stan could have scored himself in the second half but chipped over 





when a shot may have brought a greater dividend. Generally, the latter stages of the game 
became disjointed through excessive subsiitutions. although Kurosaki injected life into the 
visitors and should have equalised when left unmarked at the back post from a set piece. More 
disturbing for Thomson was the attitude of Danny Tiatto. The Knights’ speedster should have 
been sent off after lashing out at the Japanese no.7. The incident went unpunished, but he 
recieved a yellow minutes later ater having another crack at him. Not content with that, he then 
followed through on the no.15 in true ‘Studs Up' fashion. 


Australia fell away in the final period, and we were surely rolling our eye-balls at the sight of 
Corica and Lazaridis ‘heading for the corner’ in the ‘ast few minutes. Buta victory is a victory, 
and I'll take a 2-1 anyday, especially against the Asian champions. Australia can look forward to 
the 1998 qualifiers with renewed optimism. 


Since Argentina..... 


1994 

May 22 Japan (Hiroshima) 1-1 A.Vidmar 
May 26 France (Kobe) 0-1 

Jun 8 South Africa (Adelaide) 1-0 A.Vidmar 
Jun 12 South Africa (Sydney) 1-0 Polak 
Sep 24 Kuwait (Kuala Lumpur) 0-0 

Sep 27 Japan (Tokyo) 0-0 

1995 

Feb 8 Colombia (Brisbane) 0-0 

Feb 11 Colombia (Sydney) C-14 

Feb 15 Japan (Sydney) 2-1 Markovski, Corica 


vVJap vFra vSA vSA vKuw vJap vCol vCol vJap 
Robert Zabica x 


Zjelko Kalac Xx x xX x X x X 
Mark Schwarzer 


Milan lvanovic xX 
Tony Vidmar X 
Alex Tobin X 
Mehmet Durakovic K 
Stan Lazaridis 
Tony Popovic 
Jason Van Blerk 
Ned Zelic 

Milan Blagojevic Xx 

Steve Horvat Xx XK 


~< K K K 

x KK KOK 
x «KK KK OK 

x KK OK OK 

~ KK MK OK 

xx KM 

x mK KOK OK 


xx KK 
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Paul Wade Xx Xx 
Damien Mori 

Aurelio Vidmar Xx XK 
Jason Polak 

Steve Corica 

Robbie Slater X X 
Paul Okon x 

Ross Aloisi x 

Gabriel Mendez K 


~ KX 

x XK KK 
x 
x 

xx KM 
x< 


x 
x 


Mark Viduka x Xx 

Alastair Edwarcs Xx X 

John Markovski X Xx Xx Xx 
Warren Spink Xx Xx 
Carl Veart Xx xX 





as | 
AUSTRALIA YOUTH v JAPAN YOUTH - Feb 15 Sydne 


Les Schienflug was given an unexpected bonus 
with ihe opportunity to throw his youth team in 
against a fellow World Youth Cup qualifier just 
days be‘ore the squad was due to fly out to Europe. 
With the future of the Nigerian event hanging in the 
balance, their was an air of uncertainty as to the 
worth of the fixture, but the Young Socceroos totally 
blitzed their highly credentialled opponents and 
could well have scored six or eight with greater 
care inside the penalty box. 

lt was almost like some of those one-sided 
Oceania qualifiers as the locals shattered the 
young Japanese with strong running and accurate 
passing. Viduka opened the scoring after 15 
minutes, depositing the ball into an empty net after 
a strong run by Middleby from the cenire circie. 
Talay was unlucky not to be credited with a goal 
from a short corner routine after a Japanese 
defender appeared to clear the ball from inside his Schienflug: “Team can 
own goal. Skoxo tnen failed to convert two good improve at least 30% 
chances before Viduka got his second following 

another short corner routine. 








The half time scoreline of 2-0 barely reflected Oz'’s dominance, 
and worse was to come for the Asians. Viduka continued to 
cause enormous problems for the genetically challenged 
Japanese defence with his height, strength and pace, while 
Rudan and Middleby both had opportunities to increase the lead 
before Schienflug lost patience and substituted Nick Lazarevski 
for Middleby. WNL failed to convert with a clear header from 8 
metres after a free kick by Skoko, but made amends with 15 
minutes remaining by stabbing the ball home under oressure 
after a poor attempt at a clearance by the sloppy defence. 
Further substitutions enabled Angelovski, Mennillo and Viahos 
some playing time and indeed Mennillo was invoived in 





Viduka: Australia’s fourth goal in injury time. A long clearance by Clint 
Ran riot against Bolton was won by Viduka. He found Mennillo who flicked it 
the genetically into the path of the dubiously placed Lazarevski who made no 
challenged Japan mistake. 


Schienflug refused to get too excited over the final 4-0 scoreline post-match, claiming his team 
could improve at least 30%. and need to play another four or five matches. No doubt he revised 
those thoughts the following day when FIFA announced the World Youth Cup would not go 
ahead in March as p:anned. After stripping the Nigerians of hosting rights the week before due 
to health concerns, then stating they would reconsider, FIFA snowed a jack of decisiveness at a 
time when 15 nations were preparing to put their youth teams on planes bound for Africa. The 
confusion caused was certainly regrettable, but FIFA should be criticised for appearing to back 
down against a chorus of disapproval from other {particularly black) African nations. Their first 
decision was the correct one. The procrastination just unnecessarily embarrassed everyone 
even further, 


At press time it is believed that FIFA will send a further inspection team to Nigeria at the end of 
March, with a view to staging the championships in July. We can only hope that as many youth 
players as possible are given extended runs with their 7espective NSL ciubs. As Les Schienflug 
pointed out, it is time that NSL coaches started working VVITH the national team coaches. 

| wonder if he was referring to Mirko Bazic’s outburst. 








Heidelberg United appear to be heading straight for the Victorian Premier League. 
Con Dikeos charts the steady decline of one the NSL's former power-houses. 


Once were Warriors 


With its recent last-minute defeat at the hands 
of Marconi Fairfield, Heidelberg supporters are 
again left wondering as to when the pain will end. 
Andy Bozikas, a former club champion has now 
been appointed coach, but despite some 
improvement the ‘bergers are still on the bottom 
and deeply entrenched at that. 

This is in stark contrast to the clubs superb 
run in the NSL Cup where it defeated Brisbane Utd, 
Marconi and Sydney Olympic on its way to the 
final. Unfortunately with its 0-6 thrashing at the 
hands of the Knights the club went on another slide 
that Bozikas is desperate to stop. A slide 
Heidelberg have experienced in the last 8 seasons 
or so. We highlight this slide and who is 
responsible! 


The demise of Heidelberg United is a tragedy that has given certain people immense 
pleasure. One must include in this category obvious candidates such as the media as well as 
former club players, officials, administrators and presidents. Only recently, former administrator 
Con Racovalis has petitioned for the ciub to be liquidated, unless his debt of $10,000 is paid out 
As the insults and jokes gain momentum, the club is falling further into crisis, and this ‘Mission 
Impossible type scenario which has gradualiy evolved, provides few possibilities of any positive 
change in the short term. 


For the 2enefit of interstate readers, Heidelberg Utd is located in the northern industria! 
suburbs of Meibourne. and is currently the only Melbourne ciub to be playing from this soccer 
base after Preston were relegated from the NSL at the enc of the 1991/92 season. To tie 
younger followers of the game Heidelberg seem to be the perennial struggler, and this is true in 
recent years, but there was a time not that long ago when this club was almost as consistently 
successful as Sydney City and thus represented everything that was positive of Victorian 
Soccer. 


Despite only the cne nationa! honour at the time being a top four championship in 1980, 
Heideiberg were consistently up there with the genuine contenders and deveioped themseives a 
feared reputation around the country as well as a strong supporter base. There were days when 
the derby between them and South Melbourne was so competitive that both sets of supporters 
and players felt they were in a life or death situation. 


At the conclusion of the 1986 season the NSL took the decision of abolishing the two 
divisions that had existed till then. The Southern and Northern Divisions were to be streamlined 
into a fourteen team league made up from the twenty-four clubs that had participated in both 
divisions tili then. Ali cluos were to receive a ranking based on: 


(a) Current position at the end of the 1986 season - 50% 
(b) Previous performances - 40% and 
(c) Crowd support - 13%. 


It was no real surprise at the time when Sydney City were ranked first, with Heidelberg 
United second and Sydney Olympic third. Under the guidance of Englishman Brian Garvey, the 
ciuo was abie to mainiain firm ieveis of consistency over the years by combining expiosive taient 
with a strong ievel of experience and knowledge. Piayers to grace the club during these years 
were Gary Cole, Charlie Yankos, Mike Petersen and Scott Patterson, as well as Stuart 
Stevenson. Unfortunately these players had left by the start of the 1987 season, eitier due to 
financiai incentive, administrative wrangles. or in the case of Cole, retirement after a prief stint 
with Preston. 


+ 






At the end of the season Brian Garvey received a 
Ss generous Offer from South Melbourne and the ‘bergers were in a 
"~ position where they had to replace him promptly. In what 
=~ became a straighi swap, the ciub appointed deposed South 
Melbourne coach John Margaritis. in reality the club cannot be 
..4 faulted in this appointment as Margaritis had enjoyed success 
ae at NSL level with South Melbsurne in the early years as well as 
b | gaining Brunswick Juventus (now Meibourne Zebras) their only 
~ 4 national championship in 1985. He was lured back to Middle 
y) Park the following year only to be sacked for Garvey. Margaritis 
had at his disposa! a squad of players who should easily have 
mee Had their signts set on a place in the top 5. Jeff Clver and Aian 
4 Hunter were current members of the national team, and players 
> Me like Theo Selemidis (left) and Peter Tsolakis were desperate to 
aie) Claim a stake. A young Jchn Anastasiadis who was now 
| representing the Young Socceroos and was destined to go to 
| Chile was also in the ranks. 


1987 began poorly, and as the season pregressed the club further embroiled itself in 
turmoil; the same turmoii it finds itseif saturated in today. A muititude of administrative errors 
headed by president Peter Tsaklis cost the club quite dearly. Several incidents come to mind, 
such as the ‘Shepparton Shambles' where the club was wounded on and off the park. Deciding 
to take a positive step at the time by foregoing its home game against Marccni Fairfield, the 
‘bergers took the initiative of playing in the northern Victorian country town of Shepparton. The 
purpose was to expose soccer at the top level to rural areas but it turned in to a public relations, 
soccer and financial disaster Apparently arrangements were not made to have the players taken 
in coach comfort from Melbourme, and instead players had to make their own way to the town. 
As the Marconi players arrived in comfort the Heidelberg players were jaded and ‘his was 
apparent for all as the club was emphatically thumped 5 -1. Peter Tsolakis' goal gave no joy as 
Berti Mariani’s men destroyed the hapless Heidelbera. 'f that wasn’t bad enough, the club made 


‘a significant loss on this venture as only 2,000 people attended, most of them travelling 


supporters from Meibourne. 


Scott Fraser was recruited by Heidelberg in that year, and was unbelievably played without 
an international clearance. The club was severely fined for this breach, as wel! as being 
deducted three competition points. At this stage, with Sydney City having aiready foided, the 
NSL had decided that only the bottom team would be relegated. Quite relevantly. Sunshine 
George Cross had also started at an even slower pace and with a late season revival finished 
second last on fifteen points, three points ahead of Heidelberg Utd. it doesn't take a brilliant 
mathematician to realise the ciub may have avoided the drop if it nad avoided these errors. 


As much as the club's administrators should take responsibility for their mistakes so to 
should playing and coaching staff. Rumour also has it that a players’ clique also played some 
role in the club's demise. It seems that certain players show an absolute reluctance in carrying 
out instructions conveyed to them by the coach and related staff. In mid season the then 
Socceroo Alan Hunter took issue with John Margaritis and subseauently “ound himself piaying 
youth team football for five weeks. As it was, ‘Blockhead' played an integral part in the youth 
team's quaiification for the NSL Southern Division Youth Conference finals, instead of helping 
the senior team reach its objective of staving off relegation. It appears Hunter did not learn his 
lesson. The former Brisbane Lions, Heidelberg Utd, Sydney Utd, Parramatta Eagles and now 
Brisbane Strikers (Defenders) player publicly criticised the Strikers }vo seasons ago, only to be 
justifiabiy fined and suspended by the administration. if oniy piayers would channei their 
energies into playing soccer! 


Be that as it may, the club was relegated and was to play its 1988 seascn in the Victorian 
State League. The club lost too many of its piayers, with Theo Selemidis and Jeff Olver going to 
the Knights. Peter Tsolakis to South Melbourne and Steve Marley to the Melbourne Zebras Ina 
genuine error, former Young Socceroo John Anastasiadis was sold to Greek giant PAOK 
Salonica for a ridiculous $50,000. Anastasiadis has now been a professional in Greece for 
seven yeas, and the ‘bergers must now rue the paltry fee received when sums of $1.2 miilion 
are discussed for the likes of Kalac and Co. | am not saying that Anastasiadis was worth this 








much but the fee received could oniy be described as a joke or an insult, depending on where 
you see it from. 


The Bergers would therefore have to prepare themselves for the humiliation of playing State 
League Footbali and the changes on and off the park were significant. Lou Yoannides would 
take over the administrative side of the club. and in turn John Margaritis was not re-appointed for 
the 1988 State League season. The club would appoint the proud Welshman Terry Hennessey 
who had previously coached the Melbourne Knights. He had a good reputation along with the 
fact he rad captained Wales. The club. despite iosing so many quaiity players still managed to 
win the State League. There were a few poor results along the way though, and in all fairness 
this probably explained =he departure of Hennessey which altogether culminated with his 
deteriorating health. He was to be replaced by one of the clubs most loved sons. With not too 
many games to go, Jim Tansey carefuily steered Heideiberg to only its second State League 
championship, the first since 1975. 


The club therefore won the right to represent Victoria in its quest for sromotion. With two 
places up for grabs it seemed absolutely strange that the NSW State League Champion - 
Parramatta Eagles - be automatically promoted and the champions of Victoria. South Australia 
and Queensland be forced to fight for the remaining place. The South Australian champions 
were Adelaide Croatia who finished ahead of West Adelaide, but the former decided net to take 
on the chance of promotion. What this essentiaily meant was tnat Heidelberg was to meet 
Queensland champions Brisbane City in this play-offs: both clubs founding members of the NSL 
in 1977. The real danger in Queensland was that the state may not have a representative in the 
NSL with the relegation of the Brisbane Lions. 


The visit to the Queensland capital was quite low key but the ‘bergers were quite convincing 
in their 2 -O win over the miserable City. The return leg at Olympic Village was nothing more than 
a mere formality. A 1-1 draw was sufficient in front of 7,000 fans as the Bergers were re- 
admitted to the NSL for the 1969 season. 


With a firm degree of optimism the club entered the 1989 NSL season with President 
Yoannides retiring for cake merchant Nick Katsakis. The club had witnessed some great 
potential in 1988 and decided io provide Jim Tansey and his players with the opportunity of 
competing at the top level. Yakka Banovic was not retained by the club as the former Derby 
County player made way fo a then ‘unknown’ Michael Chatzitrifonas. The young keeper was 
given the No. 1 shirt as his team mates met Sydney Olympic for round 1 of the conventional 
season. To coin a favourite Australian Soccer cliche - ‘the step between the State and Nationai 
League is an enormous one’. Coming in to that season the club did not make one purchase on 
the transfer market, therefore highlighting the naivety of the club's administrators. It became 
more and more apparent by the week that the ‘bergers could be once again relegated, and its' 
1-4 demise io arcn rivai South Meibourne at Middie Park oan Easter Monday was the trigger for 
the dismissal of Jim Tansey. Although not publicly bitter with the committee. players or 
supporters, Jim Tansey was decimated and never returned back to soccer in a coaching 
capacity. 


The club took urgent action by offering Len McKendry the coaching job but he thought 
better of the offer. Second choice Miron Bleiberg was appointed for the remainder of the 
seascn. He had previously coached the Knights for a short stint and was asked to perform a 
miracle. A positive start was achieved with a 2 - G win over Adelaide City at home, with new 
acquisition Stuart Stevenson scoring from the bench within seconds. (That must have been 
some shot! - Ed ) 

Unfortunately the team was unable to maintain this momentum or any element of consistency. 

During this year we saw one of the highest turnover rates of players ever witnessed in the 
history of the National League. Consequently names such as Angie Goutzoulis, Steven Douglas. 
Peter Bordingon, Aki Alagiozidis and Michael Chatzitrifonas were all to make their National 
League debuts. In retrospect the club also discovered that way tco many players were not up te 
the required standard. so the ciub went on a savage mid-season spending spree when ii 
became obvious that the current squad was going to pull up short. Peter Tredenick was 
purchased from Marconi, Jeff Olver was lured back from the Melbourne Knights for $25,000. as 
well as South Meibourne veteran defender Bobby Russell. Another South Me!bourme recruit 
from eariier on that year was George Kaiogeros, he proved to be a failure as he was unable to 
make it in the first eleven and was subsequently off-loaded to Meibourne City JUST. With the 
Melbourne Zebras reiegated from the INSL the previous vear, the ‘bergers took the opportunity of 


gaining the services of former Socceroo defender Gary ivicDowali. The ciub was to also acquire 
another three players from hated rival Preston in John Stewart. Stuart Stevenson and Ron 
Campbell. The last transfer attracted great controversy and justifiably so. Ron Campbell wes 
purchased from Preston for $17,000 and due to a long term injury he had sustained, he only 
managed three games for the club. though he nad previousiy been groomed by his former club 
as a potential Socceroo. 

But after this injury he never reached his highest levels again. The real tragedy for Heidelberg is 
that Campbell's contract had a provision stating that he had the right to a free transfer to another 
club at the end of the season. In effect, Ron Campbell cost Heidelberg a fraction under 56,000 
per game, and that is not including the base wage for sitting out while injured or any bonuses. 

A heaw price to nay indeed due to the poor negotiations conducted by the administrators at the 
time. 

Quite understandabiy the ciub was trying to save itself and was desperate to do anything. 
Finally the club simply sought experienced personnel to shore up the deficit created at the 
beginning of the year. There were some good results elong the way, with a 2-0 win over Sydney 
Utd at Edensor Park on a Wednesday night being the highlight. So toc was the victory over St 
George at Oiympic Viliage where Greek international Dino Kouis was a part of the team. His 
guest stint at Heidelberg was a short but valued one. Unfortunately he was in the twilight of his 
career, and was not the player that management had bargained for By Round 26 the ‘bergers 
needed to win their final game and hope that Melbourne City and Blacktown failed to pick up a 
point. The Melbourne Knights dumped Melbourne City 2-0, put Blacktown managed to 
inexplicably gain a positive result against Adelaide City and thus condemn both Victorian clubs 
to the State League in the next year. 


During the year the club embarkea on anotner one of its marketing expeditions which 
turned tragic. it tured Greek club PAOK Salonica to play games against a select 11 of Greek 
Australian piayers , West Adelaide and the Victorian State side coached by John Margaritis. The 
tour was not well attended and the costs far exceeded the revenues. PAOK were disappointing 
and were defeated py tne Victorians 4 -2 with tne Greek ciub’s two consoiation goal coming in 
the last minutes of the match. Financially the club was hurt. thus mounting more pressure on 
the ailing club 


Not many clubs over the history of the NSL nave peen relegated then re-promoted twice. 
Heideiberg would now have to make history to achieve this feat. in order to avoid being added to 
the growing list of clubs that have been lost in oblivion. The cub did not re-appoint the euphoric 
Bleiberg for the 1990 State League Season, and managed to bring back a man whe was a pan 
of their previous successes in the past. Len McKendry, who was the committee's original 
choice as a replacement for Tansey accepted the offer unconditionally. Amazingly the club held 
on to its better quality players and lost very few The only losses were Bobby Russell who 
returned home to Adelaide, Peter Tredenick and of course Ron Campbell. Again as only the 
ciub knows now, it reieased for a pittance Aki Aiagiozidis to Greek First Division side 
Panserraikos. Despite some positive performances in his first year of NSL ‘ike’ was unable to 
hold a permanent place in the first 11 but managed much greater success on the continent. The 
‘bergers were still able though to strengthen themselves by acquiring the services of Stuart 
Cannai from the Melpourne Knights as weli as Paul Lewis and Les Carter from Sunshine. 
Despite this optimism the new season started far from well with losses in the first two games. 
Despite a few problems, McKendry led the team to the chempionship but his style did not win 
him too many friends amongst the spectators or the players galleries. ‘McKendryism’ is a 
concept where if you are not in the first 11 by the start of the year you remain permanentiy on the 
outer. The system is developed from the notion of stability and has been instrumental in the 
success of his teams in the past. McKendry's teams are heavy on team spirit and certainly this 
was a primary reason for the club's success in that year. 

In the piay-offs. the winners of the SA State League, West Adelaide were pitted against 
Brisbane Lions as well as Heidelberg for the one place. Surprise. surprise Wollongong 
Macedonia the champion of NSW gained automatic promotioni in this series thinas looked 
quite positive after a win and a draw against the South Australians but al! looked !ost in Brisbane 
when they were 2 - 0 dewn with only three minutes to go. in noudini-iike fashion the pergers 
escaped with a 2 - 2 draw, and ensured their promotion to the NSL in the 1991/92 National 
League season. 


Okay, the scene is set. Heidelberg are back in the NSL, but in part two of Con's enic, he 
looks at the real dirt. The boardroom bullshit in particular is a high/lowlight, depending on 
your persuasion. See ya then... 
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Sadly, the release of the Stewart report overshadowed the events on the 
pitch, but did every team involved really go out of their way to win? 


FNT PROVES SFA 


as Thomson uses Four Nation Tournament for experimental purposes 


The writing was on the wall before the 
opening game when Les Murray revealed 
during his introduction that Eddie Thomson 
knew nothing about the Danes, claiming he 
had not even seen tapes of our first 
opponents. Let's be honest. That is quite 
unacceptable. 

The financial success of this tournament 
rested on the locais making the finai, which 
meant not losing the first game. Make no 
mistake, Denmark were the better team in 
their opening clash with their hosts. After 
losing their first three Olympic qualifying 
matches, the Danes surprised themselves 
by jumping off a plane and out-playing us. 
They moved the ball around very smoothly 
for a team not tong in the couniry, and 
deserved to go ahead a minute before the 
interval after the Australian defence 
watched Jan Sonksen come from inside his 
own half to go around Bolton and score in 
an empty net. On the hour, Sorensen 
scored from two metres after Bolton could 
only parry a Nielsen header from a corner. 
Australia reduced the deficit when Ante 
Moric actually created space by failing to 
control the ball first time, but finished well. 
A fine shot from 19 metres by Nonbo sealed 
the victory for the visitors. 

Australia almost put the defeat behind them 
with a far better performance against Korea, 
but eventually had to settie fora draw. The 
defence was re-built with Babic and 
Valkanis coming in and Juric replacing the 
uncertain Bolton between the uprights. The 
attack also berefitted from the inclusion of 
Spiteri, who scored the equaliser when 
heading in direct from a corner. 

Australia finished the stronger but the 
Koreans sat back in the latter stages and 
hung on for what they would consider a 
well-earned point. 

This result. coupled with the 
Denmark/Japan stalemate, meant the 
Danes and the Koreans could reach the 
final by playing out a sterile draw in their 
final group match. And how 

The Wollongong crowd were unrelenting in 
their opinion as to the = goings-on, 
particularly in the final twenty minutes, 
when neither side made real efforts to 
escape their own halves. Later in the 


¥ 


evening, the joy which greeted Australia's 
first victory in the tournament was surely 
subdued in the knowledge that the 
Japenese team were mentally affected by 
the Kobe earthquake 48 hours earlier. 

So Australia missed out on making the final 
after being the only team to score in all 
three games, giving an indication the attack 
was adequate. Which brings us to the 
defence. The choice of Aloisi as sweeper 
seemed to be the main bone of contention, 
but Thomson appears to prefer Lozanovski 
and Mendez as midfielders. Is it a case of 
wanting Aloisi in the team badly enough to 
play him out of position? Kevin Muscat too, 
had his problems in a defence which will be 
stiffened by the eventual return of Craig 
Moore. Muscat should have been booked 
after twenty seconds against Denmark for a 
very ‘ate challenge and his steady collection 
of cards over the past six months is 
something his coaches must address. 
Indeed discipline was a major problem in 
what was essentially a friendly tournament. 
Lozanovski and Tiatto were both guilty of 
appailing fouls against Japan and a neutral 
referee would surely have sent both men 
off. While | am not an advocate of ‘trial by 
video’, | strongly urge ET to take the actions 
of these two players into account when 
selecting future Olyroo teams. Australia 
cannot afford to play with ten or even nine 
men. 

The goalkeeping guernsey began with Clint 
Bolton, but quickly shifted to Frank Juric 
after an unconvincing display in the opener 
with the Danes. Juric icoks more like a 
goalkeeper, with a stronger build which 
exudes confidence when defending corners. 
With three over-age players allowed to take 
the field in Atlanta, neither keeper should 
expect a starting spot in 1996. 

The midfield sparkled at times, with Mendez 
narticularly prominent, but Tsekenis had a 
patchy time of it, and must improve to 
cement a spot. The forward line consisted 
of Mark Viduka, and bugger-all else at 
times, and althougn Mark battled manfutly 
against defenders who used fair means and 
foul, he looked out of his depth, especially 
against Denmark. He looked more 
comfortable with Spiteri around (for obvious 
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reasons) and its a pity Cervinski was 
injured in the lead-up to the series, as both 
players had expressed (pre-tournament) 
great eagerness in repeating the damage 
caused when they played together with the 
Knighis. Quite simply, Viduka should be 
more at home at the World Youth 
Championships in March, playing against 
less experienced players. 

As for Ecdie Thomson, he seemed to figure 
we were going to miss the final after the 








opening defeat, and used the rest of the 
tournament for experimental purposes. ET 
had suffered an endless barrage of press 
and insults and press and bouquets and 
press just prior to the series so it's difficult 
to judge both he and the piayers given the 
pressures in the week leading up to the 
Denmark loss. Everything after that setback 
tock on a certain inevitability. 


This article would not be complete without a couple of comments regarding 
the coverage by SBS. Soccer is a game where you have io at least see the goals ‘live’ 
There is absolutely no excuse for what transpired during the Aust/Korea game, when Joe 
Spiteri's headed equaliser was 'missed' by the armchair fans around the country due to a replay 
of the incident which resulted in the corner. The other crucial error was the lack of homework 
done on the visiting teams. Rarely did we know which Korean was in possession, for example, 
and as we have stated in these pages previously, a commentators prime role is player 
identification. There were occasions where ten or welve passes were sirung together with not 


one player mentioned in the commentary. 


Knowing the home team is not enough. Remember fellas, they ail look the same to us too... 


Australian Results/Starting line-ups: 


Jan14: (Sydney) v Denmark 1-3 (h/t 0-1) Scorer: Ante Moric 

yan 16: (Canberra) v Korea 1-1 (h/t 0-9} Scorer: Joe Spiteri 

Jan 18: (Wollongong) v Japan 2-1 (h/t 1-0) Scorers: Gabriel Mendez, Mark Viduka 

Jan 21: (Sydney) v Japan 3-1 (h/t 0-0) Scorers: Danny Tiatto, Joe Spiteri. Kevin Muscat 


No. Name (Club) 
1. Frank Juric (Melbourne Knights) 
22. Clint Bolton (Brisbane Strikers) 


2. Sean Cranney (Brisbane Strikers) 

3. Ante Moric (Sydney Utd) 

5. Kevin Muscet (South Melbourne) 

6. Michael Valkanis (South Melbourne) 
13. Luke Casserley (Marconi Fairfie'd) 
17. Vinko Buljubasic (Melbourne Knights) 
18. Mark Babic (Sydney Utd) 


4. Ross Aloisi (Melbourne SC) 

7, Goran _ozanovski (Adelaide City) 

8. Peter Tsekenis (Sydney Olympic) 

12. Gabriel Mendez (Parramatta Eagles) 
11. Daniel Tiatto (Melbourne Knights) 

16. Sasho Dimoski (Wollongong Wolves) 


9. Mark Viduka (Melbourne Knights) 

14. Bradley Hassell (Adelaide City) 

15. Joe Spiteri (Melbourne Knights) 

19. Joe Bacak (Sydney Olympic) 

10. Adrian Cervinski (Melbourne Knights) 
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| VINNIE JONES WRITES LIKE HE PLAYS i 
: Those fans who prefer their journalism to be of a genuine ‘studs up’ variety could do worse than ! 
i i ‘si i : Subscribe to the pommie Sunday tabloid 'News of the World’. Vinnie vones tells it like itis toa | 
sae mie is arugay > HES She Career tnally reporter who then transiates is ramblings into something the average pom can fathom. 
over, Peter Nahai muses over - ! Take his column for January 15 for instance Under the heading 'Colly must be pig sick!" 

i Jones opens with, “Stan Collymore must have spewed his guts up this week when he picked up : 

the papers. Poor old Sian would have felt like hanging himself when he read about Andy Caie's , 


Soccer 'S need for ad Supersiar \ ! move to Manchester United because he knows it should have been him. 


Um, yeah Vinnie. Can't wait for next week's column... 3 
Mexico 1986, and Diego Maradona leads his 
Argentine side to a second Woild Cup victory in 
what is hailed as the best tournament since 
1970. Maradona had secured his place as the 
most popular sportsman on earth. The heads of 
football thought that with Maradona !eading 
soccer into the nineties it couid consolidate its 
position on top of the sports tree. Even if 
something was to happen to Diego, Mexico had 
suggested ihere was an abundance of 
replacements and this was further emphasized 
after the Dutch triumph in Euro 88. 
Unfortunately, football hadn't counted on three 
things: 1) Michael Jordan; 2) Therefore Jordan 
was instrumental in basketball's increasing 
popularity; and 3) Maradona's continual 
embarrassing behaviour. 


iS JOHN CONSTANTINE WORTH $100? ! 
i‘Studs Up’ was recently tipped off about an item on the Seven Network's Today/Tonight program 
regarding the demise of John Constantine and the genera! state of Oz soccer in the wake ei the - 
} iewart Report. Having missed the program, we rang T/T to see if we could get a copy Of the 

| tape or come down to the studio for a look. No problem they said. “Jusz pui your request in 
|__writing and if it's approved. you can forward a cheque for $100 and weil fix it up for you...” 


KEEP iT UP, KYLE! 
i The new season of ‘On the Ball has certainly shown a marked improvement on last year. The | 
| arrival of Kyle Patterson has shown that Andy Paschalidis will soon be forgotten by al! but his 

: closesi family, and the increased air-time for Greg Biake is aiso a bonus. Thatsthe sorof , 
; comic relief we need, not the type provided by Uncie Stavros and co. All we need nowis for, 
i Mike Cockerill to become a bit more animated and we may just have the best soccer discussion : 
7 program yet seen on the airwaves. 


: 


Basxetbali's quick ‘ise is due mainiy to their 
world famous stars and the promotion of them. 
For instance, if you go to any school in Australia 
a greater perceniage will say their sporting hero 
is Shaquiiie O'Neai rather than Roberto Baggio. 
Many will argue that in traditional football 
countries the latter is still the more frequent ; 
answer, this is probably true, but soccer just 
can't sit back and be happy with its traditional 
market. We have to aim at our football 
eventually conquering the new market of 
regions like Oceania, North America and parts 
of Asia. The problem is that to triumph in these 
areas one of two things has to happen. Either a 
world superstar has to emerge to take the game 
to a new level, like Jordan in basketball, or 


MELBOURNE 
these regions have to produce a star to get SPORTS BOOKS 
publicity for the sport in that particular place. 


like Kazi Miura in Japan and Abedi Pele in iia , ACN 005 573 209 


CARLTON ZEBRAS? | 
| AFL club Carlton have apparently made discreet inquiries to Heidelberg regarding the summer 
: use of their home ground at Princes Park. The Carlton Cricket Ciub has enjoyed wonderful 
| facilities since year dot, but the football administration is looking to attract more than two men 

| and three dogs to summer events there. While baseball has been widely touted. it is believed 

' that soccer is a preferred option. ‘Studs Up’ suspects that the Melbourne Zebras. with it's base © 
__ of ttalian fans could be next on the AFL Blues approach list. Remember where you vead it... 








As for the rest of the world, we can only wait and hope that Euro 96 or at the latest france 98 Weill 
herald the arrival of a superstar to equai the achievements of Puskas, Pele, Cruyff and 
Maradona. 


Ghana. 3B ; 

As mentioned above, a couniry like Australia needs a iocal player to capture public attention. 2 ~ . Books on all eager sports 

Just look what Shane Warne and David Campese have done for their respective sports. so itis a 3 A 9 Elizabeth Street Melbourne, 3000 
pity that the Melbourne Knights and the ASF in particular don't realise the market'ng potential of | FE s Victoria, Australia 

Mark Viduka. Here we have a player who at a very young age has won every individual honour = ‘ : 

available in Ausiraiian soccer, yet who apart from avid soccer foliowers know he even exists. J = 3 Trading Hours: Monday “Thursday 9.30— 5.30 pm 
just hope that he is used to promote soccer in this country before it is too late because it isn't as Friday 9.30 - 7.00 pm 
every day a player of his talent comes along in this country. [2] - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 pm 


PHONE: (03) 621 1211 & (03) 621 1383 
Owner/Manager: SANTO CARUSO 


i?) 
SS 
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Flinders Street 





As a regular contributor to the ABSW letters page, Henry Wizgier often tells it like it is. 
In this, his first two columns for ‘Studs Up’, Henry challenges all Australians to ignore the 
barriers that have been holding back soccer in Australia. 


Let's have a National League for all Australians 


As a neutral, former-pommie observer, | 
would like to suggest a bit of understanding 
from poth sides on the ethnic issue. The 
ethnic administrators and fans have to stop 
and ask themselves, where do they want to 
gc? lf they continue along the same road, 
e.g. placing emphasis on their countries of 
origin/ethnic communities rather than the 
local neighbourhood/town, they will be 
continually stuck with an Austratian soccer 
league where gates and standards of play 
are comparable to the English Vauxhall 
Conference (5th division in real terms) 
Mostly Italians will watch Marconi - Greeks, 
South Meibourne - Croations. Melbourne 
Knights etc. Australian soccer fanatics will 
not go where they are not welcome and 
even the thousands of Britons living here, 
who once reguiarly frequented the ierraces 
of Anfield, Old Trafford. Highbury and Ibrox, 
prefer to hand over their cash to help the 
lost causes of Eastern Suburbs and 
Baimain Tigers rugby league clubs. (For 
Melbourne. read Hawthorn, Fitzroy etc.}. 

Result? No chance of professionalism, 
therefore no chance of improving standards 
of play. Any footbailer worth his sait will be 
off to play for some low'y Dutch league club 
where incidentally, the gates are not that 
much higher than those of clubs like 
Sydney Ciympic. That's how close this 
couniry is to creating a real professional 
league where, we would not only be able to 
Keep the likes of Vidmar, Van Blerk etc. but 
be able to import good, solid, European 
professionals who could form the backbone 
of a strong and competitive league. All the 


‘SPOT THE INFLUENCE 


ingredients are there - except the extra 
supporters necessary to !ift the game into 
tne big time. And those extra supporters 
HAVE to come from outside the ethnic 
communities, who iealously protect their 
scccer clubs from not only intruders, but 
aiso neipers. 

‘Native’ Australians on the other hand 
should accept the fact that what little 
success soccer HAS achieved in this typica! 
ex-British-coloniai-oval-baii-orientatea 
society, has been due almost entirely to the 
Euro-ethnic communities. Therefore it is 
only fair that some permanent marks of 
each club's origins be aliowed to remain in 
the same way as AC Milan retain the 
original Anglicised spelling of their name 
(withcut the ‘c’ at the end). If the supporters 
of the woria's ricnest footbail club are not 
too proud to display their English origins. 
then neither should Australian soccer fans 
feel that supporting say Marconi, would be a 
political seii-out to the wogs. However, the 
ball is in the court of the ethnic 
communities. They need Australians and 
their cash more than vice-versa, and so they 
are the ones who have to reach out. 

So, what is it to be? The way things are 
going, Australia could soon be !eft, along 
with New Zealand, as the only countries in 
the n00ming Pacific region, without a pro 
soccer league. (Even Hong Kong has one). 
With a population and standard of living 
comparable to Holland's, there is no need to 
speil it out where Austraiia could stand in 
the hierarchy of world football. But, it will 
never be achievec by the ethnics alone. 


‘The following is a list of players who have represented Australia at Senior, Olyroo, Youth or Joey i 


level over the past couple of years. 


:Durakovic, Popovic, Ivanovic, Juric, Poric, Silic, Buljubasic, Moric, Babic, Milosevic, Blagojevic, 


' 


\Zelic, Arambasic, Milicic, Bosnich. There's plenty more, but you get the messsage... | 


‘WE SAID IN ISSUE 1 WE WANTED A DOUBLE-HEADER BUT..... 
‘At 10pm on Wednesday Jan 4. the Heidelberg v Sydney Utd game for Sunday Jan 8 was 


‘deferred. On the Thursday Jan 5 at 1pm, it was re-scheduled for Friday Jan 6, 6:00pm kick-off, 


ito be part of a double header with Sth Melo v Melb ex-Pumas. Unfortunately the weather was 
jcrap, and bugger-all people were aware of the sudden switch. Let's hope the paltry attendance 
ifor the night will not influence the ASF when discussing the oossibility of future double-headers. | 
We can only hope we'll get more than 29 hours notice next time... 


a 


Fed up with penalty shoot-outs? So is Henry Wizgier. But Henry's no whinger. 
He's come up with a scheme that rewards attacking teams by offering 


CORNER-~POINTS 


Ali the great debates about how to settle a drawn football matcn seem to dweii on how to 
solve the problem AFTER normal time. The standard practice at the moment is the 
unsatisfactory ‘penalty shoot-out’, which is of course a pure lottery and is no better than tossing 
acoin. There is talk about 'sudden-death’ goals being introduced into the next World Cup. 
Which brings me to suggest a form of settling the issue DURING the SO minutes. Supposing 
that as well as goals, additional POINTS were awarded to teams but, were used only in the 
event of a draw. 


My idea is that a point be given to a team which wins a corner kick - PROVIDING THE BALL 
CROSSES THE GOAL-LINE WITHIN THE PENALTY BOX. These corner kicks are nearly 
always won as a resuit of pressure from the attacking side i.e. goalie tipping the bail over the bar 
or arourd the post, cr a defender knocking it out for safety. These sort of actions deserve soms 
kina of reward and wouid surely encourage piayers to nave a pot at goal more often. 


| am well aware of the fact that our beloved game is a religion. There is an unwritten rule that 
any changes in the game shalt not involve re-marking the sacred pitch, that is why | advecate 
using the existing penalty box markings. Also, the sacred scarcity of the noiy GOAL, must be 
preserved. Talk of POINTS in football smacks of all those bastardised oval-ball games played 
by English 'private' schools, northerners and ex-colonials (plus, for some mysterious reason, the 
French). That's okay, the points I'm referring to can easily be called 'Penalty-Corners' and would 
be hidden away in parentheses. Tnus, we couid have something like this: 


| World Cup Final result: 
7 BRAZIL 0 ITALY 0. 
(Brazil win 2-1 on Penalty corners). 


Yes, dear reader, had my system been used in USA '94, we wouid all nave been spared that 
extra 30 minutes of unbearable frustration followed by eight minutes of excruciating agony. 
(Robbie Baggio, if no-one else, would find this interesting, | am sure). Bebeto's 16th minute 
snot which was deflected for a 'Penaity corner would have received a roar from the Brazilian 
supporters instead of a groan of disappointment, for it would have put them 0-0 (1-0 on penaity 
corners) into the lead. Get the idea? The second half would have been really set alight after 
Robbie Baggio's equalising ‘penalty corner’ in the 50th minute, after pressurising Marcio Santos 
into knocking the ball out. 0-0 (1-1). In the 67th minute, an innocuous bit of dribbling by 
Braziiian full-back Cafu on the edge of the penaity area, resulted in Maidini giving away what 
turned out to be the 'winning penalty corner. But that’s not all! Controversy in the 87th minute 
as Cafu's shot is deflected over the penalty-box/goal-line. The Hungarian referee gives an 
‘ordinary corner’ to howls of protest from angry Brazilians both on and off the fiela. The 
Brazilians thus have to hang on to their (2-1) 'Penalty corner’ lead. 


As you may have gathered, | must be one of the few non-Brazilian’s who has not only ‘not 
recorded over’ my World Cup Fina! video recording - but actually watched it all the way through - 
AND ENJOYED IT! Yes, for despite the lack of goais it wasn't a bad game ana of course i 
wanted to test out my 'penalty-corner’ theory. In fact, this idea would not only have given us a 
result in normal time but, more importantly, it would have reflected the true course of the match. 
i think only an Italian would deny the fact that Brazil thoroughly deserved to win that World Cup 
Final for, apart from the 2-1 (corner-points) resuit, they also hit the woodwork once. VVnich 
made me think, how about also giving a 'penalty-corner for hitting the woodwork? This would 
have given Brazil an overwhelming 3-1 (possibly 4-1) victory 








It seems every Oz soccer fan and his dog has an opinion on whether Australia should 
abandon the small pond of Oceania to swim with the sharks in the deep waters of Asia. 
But should Australia be so willing to abandon the confederation which has given us such 
an ‘easy’ path for so many of our national teams? 


TO ASIA OR NOT TO ASIA? 


For years, Australian soccer fans have been frustrated by our National teams attempts to reach 
the World Cup finals, but not necessarily through any fault of our players, coaches or 
administrators. While Oceania has never warranted an automatic qualifying place, neither has it 
deserved to travel around the world, sometimes compeiing against runners-up from iwo other 
confederations in order to qualify for the big one. This globe-‘rotting was enforced by FIFA who 
used Oceania as a dumping ground for the politically unpopular Israel. After the Munich 
Olympics hostage drama, FIFA were just not prepared ito risk the israelis qualifying for the WC 
finals, and Havelange and co were determined to put obstacles like Scotland and Colombia in 
the way just in case Israel managed to get through Oceania unscathed. 


But now that israeli have been welcomed back into the arms of UEFA, Oceania appears to have 
lost its purpose, and for Australia, it's appeal. While we publically moaned about Israel's 
inclusion in our mickey-mouse confederation, the reality was that some serious competition was 
provided, New Zealand notwithstanding. Now that the sheep-shaggers are in the doldrums, 
(they don't even have a nationai ieague as such anymore) Australia is in the unique position of 
being red-hot favourites to win any Oceania qualifying series, whether it be for the World Youth 
Championships, U-17's, Olympics, Women's, and so on, and so on, and so on.So why would 
Australia want to leave Oceania (and almost certain qualification for world tournaments) behind, 
and jump in with Asia, at best a developing confederation with joads of promise, and at worst a 
joke not everyone understands? 


The main attraction for most supporters of the proposed shift to Asia appears to be money, but 
one needs to be abie to seperate the needs of the nationai teams and the NSL ciubs. 

While there is no doubt that Australian clubs would recieve greater exposure on Asian television, 
and subsequently attract greater corporate sponsorship, the ASF does not need to ditch Oceania 
just to get the national sides involved in regular Asian competition. Australia has regularly 
competec in events such as tne President's Cup and the Kirin Cup, and the ASF finaliy seems to 
be able to attract quality opposition to our shores, so lack of ‘real’ matches should no longer be a 
serious problem. Our clubs however, are a different matter. 


At risk of being cailed something totally unpalatable, I've got to say that with very few exceptions, 
the current batch of NSL clubs are playing the worst soccer I've seen for years. Adelaide City 
aside, and maybe the Knights on a good day, | don't know how the clubs can justify charging 
S79 at the gate. How the clubs can dream of competing in some form of Asian UEFA Cup is 
beyond me! When Posco Atoms toured last year and cleaned up South Meibourne the 
message was loud and clear. So there is no point talking about corporate sponsorships for our 
clubs to compete in Asian competitions if we are going to get murdered all the time. Company 
bosses don't like to see their beneficiaries unable to make it past the first round. 


Now | know the numerous reasons for the steady decline in standards at NSL level have been 
well documented by all and sundry, but the fact remains that quality on the park comes down to 
the 11 players on each side, and with roughly 80 of our best players currently overseas it's 
understandable that fans are not flocking to watcn the INSL in droves. | know it's a catcn 22 
situation with no easy answers but even Alan Davidson seems confused by the paradox. ina 
recent press interview he is quoted as saying "The main problem :s the exodus of players to 
Europe chasing big money." Fair enough, but he also claims that until Australia makes the 
move into Asia, his advice to players with ability is to go overseas. 

Now we all appreciate the need to secure one’s own financial future, but where is the ethical 
reasoning in returning to a league where at !ast count 57 players have been arrested in relation 
to match-fixing ailegations? 


All right then, what happens if Australia gives Oceania the arse and heads into Asia? 


+ 


While the carrot of competing in the Asiar Cup - as well as the Asian club competitions - is 
desirable for many of the wide-eyed. it would really only jeopardise all our national teams 
chances of qualifying for major events. One could reasonably argue that with the record of our 
under-age teams, we should have no probiein in qualifying through Asia. Let me remind peopie 
that Saudi Arabia won the World U-16 championships in Scotiand in 1989, and they are not the 
only Middle Eastern nation pumping vast volumes of petro-doliars into youth development 
squads. Australia certainly cannot compete with these countries on a financial leve!. We will be 
forced to rely on natural talent, as usual. Certainly many smaller Asian nations have justifiably 
voiced fear of Australia in the past, but it's difficult not to recall the old story of all the little kids 
getting together and planning their assault on the new big kid in school. 

lt all just seems so unnecessary to expose our under-age kids teams to extra obstacles. 


Granted, the Socceroos could use real games more often, but if there was an official Oceania 
championship (as suggested in ‘Studs Up’ No.1) then we could look forward to competing in the 
Inter-Continenta!l Cup every two years. Besides, the way the preliminary groups are structured in 
Asian qualifiers suggests we would have additional problems, like getting Euro-based players 
released. To abandon Oceania would mean having to qualify through one of the regional 
preliminary groups - probably six matches - before having to compete in a final round of another 
five matches. With the current FIFA regulations only allowing release for six matches a year, we 
would be forced to play matches against strong opposition with home-based players. For me, 
the risk is just too great. 

The recent break-up of the old Soviet Union has thrown a few more wild-cards into the pack as 
well. The 1994 Asian Games in Hiroshima in October threw up an unlikely winner in the form of 
Uzbekistan. Turkmenistan also reached the quarter-finais, and the competition will no doubt get 
hotter when Kazhakstan and others have their acts together in time for the 1998 World Cup 
qualifiers. 

It's not just the fear of defeat either. 1994 was another sad year for the region with the 
Malaysian betting scandals not the oniy cause for concern. Players were busted for drug use 
and abuse, riots and murders continued in many areas, attempts to start professional leagues 
met with a lukewarm response in some countries, corruption amongst officials continued. and 
the list goes on. It just makes you wonder, would it be really worth it? 

Given the revelations of Justice Stewait, perhaps it's where we belong. 


Now that you're almost convinced that Australia Should stay with Oceania, 
Harry Georgiadis is about to change your mind again, as he urges us to take a 


Fast boat to China (and the rest of Asia) 


Austraiia has one great handicap compared to the resi of the worid (no, it's not just a dodgy 
attack). We effectively play no senior competitive games between Worid Cups. The World Cup 
qualifier in Argentine in November 1993 was our last senior competitive game until the next 
World Cup qualifier. Unlike Africa, Europe, Asia and the Americas we do not compete in any 
continental championship. In essence, our senior team is in limbo for two and a haif years, left 
to play prestigious friendlies of dubious quality. Our problem is Oceania; a pretty irrelevant 
confederation that existed only to provide Israel with a safe haven from enemies in Asia and 
Africa. Oceania does much to massage our ego but does nothing to introduce players to a truly 
competitive environment. This is why i believe that our goal rust be Asia and the Asian 
championships. 

True, Oceania provides almost free passage to most FIFA tournaments; however. in the long run 
it is the success of our senior team that matters. Under-age success is all very well, but it would 
soon become hollow if we continually fali to reach the World Cup Finais. Only Asia provides the 
quality of competition necessary to familiarise players with the environment they would be 
exposed to in World Cup qualifiers. In fact. the way things stand now we need to play an Asian 
qualifier to qualify for the next World Cup. | hope for our sake that we don't need to win or draw 
in Baghdad, Tenran or Guangdong to qualify for France '96, faced with a bumpy pitch, 
psychotically hostile locals. weak referees and third world accomodation. It would make 
Buenos Aires seem like a picnic. We need to play them NOW to find out what tt's like. 








in any case, by competing in Asian qualifiers we would give ourselves a one in three chance of 
qualifying. By staying in Oceania we run the risk of being told after the 1998 World Cup to 
resume our battles with South American or European powers 

lt would also force our apathetic club sides to forge jucrative links with clubs in Japan and South 
Korea. Anyone who was ait the South Melbourne v Posco Atoms game several years ago at 
Middie Park would have noticed that the game was shown ‘live’ to Korea and the ground was fuil 
of Korean advertisements. 

Yes, South Melbourne was carved apart (although this was partly due to the club fielding a less 
than full-strength team), but surely it is better to play and learn from such teams (and share their 
profits) than to hide and hope the gulf in class magically disappears. 

True. we could stay with Oceania, content that we have a better league than Fiji and the 
Soloman Islands and smug that our many under-age teams such as the Olyroos, Joeys, 
Possums, Wombats and Dung-beetles (or whatever they're calied) give Papua and New Guinea 
a pasting; however, we would be deluding ourselves. Ultimately a senior team experienced in 
playing the length and breadth of Asia will provide us with players capable of surviving the 
rigours of World Cup quaiifiers. 


RECENT TOURNAMENT RESULTS IN ASIA 


ASIAN CUP 
Year Winner Runner-up Third Fourth 
1984 Saudi Arabia China Kuwait Iran 
1988 Saudi Arabia South Korea Iran China 
1992 Japan Saudi Arabia China United Arab Emirates 
ASIAN GAMES 
Year Winner Runner-up Third Fourth 
1986 SouthKorea Saudi Arabia Kuwait Indonesia 
1990 Iran North Korea South Korea Thailand 
1994 Uzbekistan China Kuwait South Korea 
WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 
Year Qualifiers Runners-up 
1986 South Korea, Iraq Syria, Japan 
4990 South Korea. Utd Arab Emir. Qatar 
1994 Saudi Arabia, South Korea Japan 
OLYMPIC GAMES WORLD YOUTH FINALS WORLD U-17 FINALS 
Year Qualfiers Year Qualifiers Year Qualifiers 
1984 Saudi Arabia 1987 Saudi Arabia 1987 Saudi Arabia 
Qatar Bahrain South Korea 
lraq 1989 Saudi Arabia (hosts) Qatar 
1988 South Korea (hosts) Syria 1989 Saudi Arabia (WINNERS) 
Iraq lrag Bahrain 
China 1991 Syria China 
1992 Qatar Korea 1991 United Arab Emirates 
South Korea 1993 Saudi Arabia Qatar 
Kuwait Korea China 
4995 Japan 1993 Japan (hosis) 
Syria China 
Qatar 
1995 Japan 
Qatar 
Oman 





OCEANIA CUP NOT A NEW IDEA... 


In our inaugural edition we called on the ASF to investigate the possibility of holding an Oceania 
Championships, in an effort to gain an invitation to compete tn the King Fahd Cup, more 
commonly known as the Inter-Continental Cup. A bit more research has revealed that Australia 
are in fact the holders of the Oceania Cup! 

The first edition was planned for Noumea in 1971, but after the Aussies puiled oui, the event 
was cancelled. By the time Australia had left the Oceania confederation in 1973, the Kiwis had 
decided to try again. The event was held in Auckland, with the home side defeating Tahiti 2-0 in 
the final. The event was a financial disaster.. 

A second championship was pianned in 1977, to be held in Fiji, but was again cancelled. 

By the time Australia returned to Oceania, New Caledonia felt ready to host the second edition, 
which Australia won (defeating Tahiti 4-2 in the final), even though we only sent a youth team. 
There seems little reason not to attempt to resurrect this regional championship. We can on:y 
assume Oceania president (Kiwi) Charlie Dempsey is in no hurry to assist Ausiralia's 
progression towards playing with the big boys of world soccer. 


Maybe Jeff Kennett is the answer. After his aborted attempt to host the 2002 Worid Cup Finals. 
maybe Jeff could be persuaded to host a Resurrected Oceania Cup competition. After that, who 
knows. Maybe Jeff would have enough clout to wrest the hosting rights for the Inter-Continental 
Cup from the Saudis. 

After all, it seems a bit odd that the Saudis are hosting a tournament that they have no right to 
compete in since they are no longer the Asian champicns. This point did not seem Jost on the 
Saudi fans in January. Although the games were played as double-headers, some crowds were 
around the 5,000 mark, with the final and 3rd place games attracting only 25,000. 

Surely Ausiralia could match those attendances... 


2002 - JAPAN? SOUTH KOREA? MEXICO!!! 


When the ASF short-circuited Jeff Kennett's bold bid to host the 2002 World Cup, the soccer 
fraternity seitied down to watch what they feit would be an Asian two-norse race, but the recent 
announcement by Mexico of their intention to bid for the rights to host the 2002 event must have 
sent shudders through the camps of Japan and South Korea. 

Cn the surface, it would appear that Mexico would be the rank outsider to host the event, but 
everyone thought that in 1986 too. Colombia were the original choice as nost for the 1986 event 
until finally admitting to FIFA in late 1982 that they would have to withdraw. Neutral observers 
believed Brazil to be in the box seat to become substitute hosts but two main problems 
surfaced. Havelange couldn't be seen (as FIFA president) to be pushing the Brazilians barrow 
too Nard, Dut more importantiy, the Brazilian government shied away from backing the bid, 
fearing a blow-out in organizational costs. 

At this point, the contenders for hosts were down to three. The favourites were the United 
States, while Canacia and Mexico appeared to be left in the starting gates. The FIFA Executive 
were due to meet in Stockhoim in May 1983 to decide the outcome, but as early as February an 
article surfaced in a Spanish publication detailing how the T.V. deal with the Mexicans was 
virtually sealed. On March 31, FIFA announced from Zurich that only the Mexico bid would be 
pursued. 

Naturaily, the Americans were pissed off. A barrage of phone call and telexes followed, but 
obviously FIFA’s mind was made up. Curiously, the investigating committee chose not to visit 
the US or Canada to inspect the bids, and when the Stockholm meeting took place, Mexico 
submitted a ten minute presentation and that was that. 

Now ail this may mean bugger ail in relation to the 2002 World Cup until you throw up the name 
of Guillermo J Canedo. This fellow was chairman of the local organising committees for the 
1970 and 1986 World Cups, but just as importantly, was 2nd in charge at the Mexican TV 
consortium who held the rights for the '86 tournament. so you can make up your own mind 
about his levei of infiuence now that he is a FIFA Vice-president..... 

With Chung Mong-Joon of Korea also holding a Vice-Presidential position, the Japenese won't 
hold a great deal of influence in the corridors of power when the big decision is made 








The object of ‘Studs Up' of course is to let the fans say what they really think. This offering 
arrived in the mailbox from the pen of the curiously titled ‘Redback... 


ASF/SBS Comedy Revue 94/95 Season 


Probably the biggest farce of the season occured long before 2 ball was kicked in anger when 
the iovabdie rogues in Rockdale took the momentous decision to introduce the penalty kick 
scheme to decide the results of any drawn games. The toadying fawns at SBS almost created a 
sticky mess in the undergarment regions when coming out in favour of it and are still pathetically 
trying to convince all viewers that this was the logical way to go. What a !oad of crap! A drawn 
game is a drawn game and that's the end of it unless it happens to be a match where a deciding 
result has to be determined: Cup final, Wortc Cup qualifier etc.. 


Some peopie point to the fact that this is yet another import from Europe that must surely 
improve the game here. Indeed it was triec in Europe - in Yugoslavia from memory - and they 
thought so much of the idea that they scrapped it. Never mind all the SBS guff that during the 
telecasts - especially the first one - the viewing figures reached an all time peak almost when 
doubling from the standard figure in the last fifteen minutes, just in time for the shoot-out? There 
are many ways of looking at this of course. 


A) Everyone knew the game had been a draw and so decided not to watch the match but to 
tune in for the ending. Possible but not probable! 

8) Australian soccer is so shite that the penaity shoot-out is the most exciting innovation in 
years. NOTHING could be further from the truth! 

C) Supporters are returning home from games etc and can actually afford to then switch on their 
sets to catch the last few minutes. Most likely the actual reason. With the time zones of 
Ausiralia all over the place, plenty of fans can rush the return journey home from the maich they 
have just seen/piayed in and catch the ending of the telecast. I've done this myself in the past. 


So the ASF & SBS would have us all believe that everything is rosy within the game and that 
penalty-kicks was the very thing stopping us from winning the Worid Cup! From top to bottom 
the very strategy is one of making the game more exciting so that the crowds will flock to the 
stadiums in their millions. Strange then that outside of the governing body and the corporation - 
that has now moved from licking their boots to kissing their arses - are the only ones who have a 
good word to say about it. 


The whole concept is doomed from the start. It's nice that the Federation can actually come up 
with an idea and implement it, but were the consequences really given any consideration has to 
be asked? Picture this scenario if you will... 

_eague leaders have to secure a win to take out the title and are playing the bottom side who 
need just one point fo finish above their nearest rivals. Top fights throughout the game for the 
full points whilst bottom sits back with a nine man defence and attempts to hit on the break. 
Sound exciting so far does it not? 

Bottom holds out for a 0-0 scoreline and then wins the shoot-out. Top lose the title, bottom are 
no longer bottom and everyone goes home satisfied after witnessing a perfectly entertaining 90+ 
minutes of football? NOT! If that does not convince you. look at the farther ramifications of the 
thing. Adelaide - for example - are the lowest team in the NSL with no chance of taking the top 
honour in open play. The ASF ‘all-stars’ are champions in everyone's eyes before a bail has 
been kicked. Adelaide go through the season undefeated with a few 1-0 wins - without setting 
the league alight with it's inspired performances - but mainly by winning the shoot-outs. “All- 
stars’ play exciting, attacking open footbali and lose a couple in open play and three or four in 
the shoot-out on a sudden death basis. The bes‘ team in the land has not received the rewards 
but the worst team has. How do you reach this conclusion? 


Starting a match you would normally have no chance of winning in open play by being able to sit 
back and defend - without threatening to score - until you can have a crack at the better side on 
penalties will produce great defenders in the game but certainly not a quality striker. Average 
‘hackers’ will suddenly become the star players as defence is the be aff and end afl and fonwards 
become a thing of luxury that few teams will induige themseives in. More and more players will 
head off to sunnier climes and the piayer drain to Europe will continue in greater numbers. 
Already the cries of keeping the players here is loud and its a hard job for the NSL to do that 
now! 
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Crowds will SUFFER as a result of this ruling as who the hell wants to watch 22 lads kick a bag 
of leather around - providing they can even be bothered to in future - for 90 minutes before the 
real action starts? Why not play just a series of penalty kicks and perhaps run it along the lines 
of baseball and have nine !nnings and a ‘slam-dunk’ save from the ‘keeper from time to time? 


To be fair, every one of us has seen a 0-0 draw before and | can honestly state that some of the 
best games I've ever seen have ended this way - England v Holland, whose side included the 
great Johan Cruyff at that time. (This was at the time of the great Dutch dominance of the world 
game in the 1970's when they created ‘Tor" or ‘Total Football’ that mosi of the world sides then 
copied. Effective stuff and most entertaining at times. Good soccer, great players, what more 
could you ask for?) There are times when a draw is unavoidable and is very dire to watch - 
England v Greece at Wembley springs to mind in the early 80's - but this is the exception and 
not the rule. Obviously its for the most attacking and gifted side to break down the opposition 
defence and put the ball in the net - its a very simple game after all - but rules such as this do 
nothing to help in this situation 


it woud be of help to the sport in this country if the governing body had a collection of people 
running the game with a background knowledge of what it's all about. Employing people who've 
never even kicked a ball as a kid let alone during a career in the sport, and using them in a 
position of being able to adopt a stance of rule meddfing is an atrocious mis-use of the 
supporter's trust. Like the 'kick-in' rule being trialled in Europe under FIFA guidelines, we can 
only hope that the jesters who came up with the idea of adopting an obsolete European 
experiment and implementing it in the national game here, be sent off on a very long fact-finding 
tour and with luck, can maybe attend a coaching clinic or the like so that they at least return - if 
they really must of course - with an idea of how the bloody greatest game the world has ever 
known is or should be played! It would also be an enormous boost to the game if some of those 
employed in Rockdale actually cared about the sport or even took a passing interest in i?! 


4 POINTS FOR A WIN - PART 325 
| While many fans expressed surprise at the introduction by the ASF of the '4 pts for a win’ rule, ini 
ia perverse way, it made sense. If a bonus point was to be introduced for the shoot-out winner, | 
‘then a victory still had to be worth two points more than a draw. 
|But while the jury may still be out regarding the recipe, there is no doubt the method was; 
idefinitely found ‘guilty’. The one prominent theme running through the coaches reactions to the} 
‘announcement was surprise. Yet again, the ASF made a fundamental change to the way the’ 
‘competition is run without any negotiations taking place with the clubs. All the usual cliches. 
jcame out of the cupboard, but five months down the track, thankfuily we are yet to hear that old} 
ichestnut from all AFL coaches: "We were just happy to get the four points”. 


THE ANDRE FACTOR 


During the recent phone conversation with Cec Bucello (see ‘Who killed the ASSC' ), we also! 
i discussed the use of Peter Andre as the frontman in this season's promotional push. According} 
jto Cec, it has certainly attracted the girls, but the goal of the ASF was to increase the average: 
'NSL attendance by between 10-15 percent this season, so we'll have to wait 'til the end of the’ 
‘season to judge whether Pete's been a success. The lack of a sponser for the national league: 
;prevented ‘Tne Andre Advertisemenis’ from reaching commerciai television, but the use of nis; 
dial on the cover of Soccer Australia has proved popular enough for that issue to become "hard | 
ito tack down". Wonder if it gets the people to games though... 


' 








Whe the ASF encouraged clubs to drop their ethnic tags, Oz fans could have been excused for 
thinking a new dawn was about to break, but years later, there are still plenty of 


Ethnic based teams and leagues 


When the Senate committee decided to release Justice Stewart's 
findings some members decided to go one further, likening the way 
soccer is run in Australia to 'a Mafia-style operation’. 

In describing it thus, we assume they mean some people running the 
game have a vested interest in ensuring soccer remains under their 
control, whatever the cost to soccer in general. 

Surprise, surprise. Soccer has been run by the various ethnic factions 
since mass migration came into effect at the conclusion of the second 
world war. 


Ethnic based clubs are not a purely Australian phenomenon, of course. 
Even established countries throughout Europe such as Turkey, as well 
as developing soccer nations, have teams competing in their national 
leagues which are ethnic-based. But when it becomes detrimental to 
the overall well-being of that nation's soccer, it is time to stand up and 
say "Enough". 

Has that time arrived? Ethnic based clubs have stunted the growth of 
soccer in Australia, and not just on the field, but that is another siory. 
The charge is a serious one, but there is sufficient evidence for a jury to 
return a ‘guilty’ verdict on a ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ basis. 


: 


Consider the evidence. Ignoring for the time being the effect that ethnic 
rivalries have had at the semi-professional and national league level. 
look at how young players erter the game at junior leve!. From the time 
a young Greek or Italian or Turkish or Lebanese lad can walk, it is his 
fathers dream for him to play for the iocal Greek, italian, Turkish or 
Lebanese team. Make no mistake, the kid will play for the team of his 
father's choice, but for how long? By the time the kid shows any sort of 
potential, say by the time he is 12 or 13 years old, he should be 
stretching out into the wider soccer community, finding a club and more 
importantly a league that is relevant to his level of talent. 


Promising young players should play in a league that :s challenging. 
How else are they going to improve? The number of young players 
‘contracted’ to ethnic based teams in Amateur leagues is quite 
remarkable. ‘Contracted’ is perhaps a bit strong, but there is no question 
of players receiving cash on a ‘goals scored’ basis. Quite often, these 
lads are in their mid-teens, happy to be earning an extra twenty or thirty 
dollars a week by being a hero among their own. Yet if they really took 
their talent seriously, they could quite easily be earning many times that 
within a relatively short time period. Another favourite ploy of the ethnic- 
based Amateur clubs is to use visiting relatives from overseas as ‘guest 
players. | still have nightmares of one particular match in the early 
1980's when Bosna defeated us 23-1 in a cup match. One of their guest 
players had scored ten goals before half-time. Our frustration got the 
better of us on that occasion and we finished with seven men. But what 
was really acheived by the exercise, other than to spoil tae match? 


Many larger clubs have a complex scouting system which feeds them the ‘right type’ of players. 
Take Melbourne Knights for example. it is no secret that any Melbourne based youngster of 
Croation descent is almost certain to end up at Somers St. All the Croation community clubs 
ensure that the Knights are regularly updated with the latest news on the up-and-coming juniors 
in the hope that a transfer or at !easi a trial can be arranged. it's the same with the Italians. and 
Greeks and just about any other ethnic faction you wish to mention. The Victorian ciubs in the 
lower leagues dream of transferring one of tneir star players to thei- 'paren* NSL or Stete 
League club ’ 




















lf the clubs are guilty of zealously guarding their ethnic origins, then the 


ignore the feeble calls and actively encourage ethnic rivalries, as anyone 
who has witnessed a South Melbourne - Meibourne Knights match will 
testify. 

All the bullshit bravado about "See you all outside" may be just good- 
natured jibing to the perpetrators, but someone occasionally does take it 
seriously. The media then nas a fieid day. 

(x Quite often the fans can't see the damage they are doing to the sport 


a fans are in no hurry for things to change. Despite the odd tentative pusn 
Seen by the ASF to discourage foreign flags and banners. fans repeatedly 
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they love. 

lt is time the ASF. and indeed the State federations, took serious action 
against clubs who coniinue to flout the league's rules and directives. 
Denim flares may have been big in the 1970's, but flares of a 
pyrotechnic variety have no place in Australian sporting grounds in the 
1990's. In the wrong hands they can be downright dangerous, and 
while there is no doubt that they provide colour and excitement to 
European matches, this is Australia, and fans here have yet to prove 
they can be trusted with them. Already this season we have seen flares 
end up on the field of play, and as reported in ‘SU1’ some officials even 
hand them back to the fans: If you want to play with flares, join Search 
& Rescue. At soccer grounds all flares seem to do is take ethnic 
passions and rivalries to new heights. One day, it will go too far. 


The ASF must ensure that they don't let the fans get away with flouting 
league rules. 

With hard-core fans are welcomed by clubs, the situation can get out of 
hand, as almost happened with Sydney Croatia's BBB a couple of years 
back. I'm still not sure what their aim was. Perhaps they wanted the 
whole stadium to themselves? 

Little wonder then. that Australian soccer is so fucked-up when some of 
us Can't even watch the game together. It is too much for soccer 
authorities to expect the public to be up-to-date with the latest ethnic 
rivalries. is this match likely to have crowd trouble due to the jatest 
outbreak of violence in Macedonia/Bosnia/Chechnya/Piuto? 


ls not just off the field either. Too often clubs have gone out of their 
way to deliberatelt agitate their rivals, whether it be through transfer 
dealings, administrative level, or just general slander through the media. 
As Henry Wizgier points out elsewhere in this issue, it’s time the clubs 
put soccer first, and stop using their clubs as political vehicles. 





And if you thought some of the overseas clubs had exotic names. try this lot from the Victorian 
Amateur ranks... 

Dandenong E! Cid, Cafe Timor, Footscray Moonstar, Abadir, Pharaohs, Vovinam, Flamingo, 
United Assyrian, Lefkas Islanders, Alexander the Great, Melbourne Rumania, El Salvador, 
Saigon United, Red Sea. Cuscatlan. Kraina. Broadmeadows Arabic. and our personal favourite 
Ausiralian Tower of Babylon. 


‘WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

Sick and tired of every second team being called United or Atletico? Well try these.... 
| Kowioon Moior Bus (Hong Kong) Eritrean Shoe Factory (Eritrea) 

iApril 25th (North Korea) August 1st (China) 

'Hearts of Oak (Ghana) Dangerous Darkies (South Africa) 

|Cape Coast Dwarfs (Ghana) invincible Eleven {Liberia) 

iKenya Breweries (Kenya) Eleven Wise FC (Ghana) | 
iGreen Buffaloes (Zambia) Fantastique (Burundi) 

|Pizzaboys Frontline (Trinidad & Tobago) Eleven Nen in Fight (Swaziland) 


; 


i Tnen of course there are the clubs with no imagination whatsoever.. 
iEverton (Chile), Liverpool (Uruguay). Barcelona (Ecuador). Mighty Blackpool (Sierra Leone), 
i Juventus (Greece - and every other country) 








UEFA's BENEFITS OF WAR 


In our first issue we looked at the growth of all the major competitions. Now, in a closer 
look, Harry Georgiadis looks at the boredom caused by the fragmentation of Europe. 


"When | think of international matches, | imagine clashes with the great nations - 
Italy, England and Holland... That's why games against countries itke Moldova 
are a Slight to the German squad". Franz Beckenbauer 


Franz Beckenbauer's scathing attack on UEFA for aliowing it's competition to oecome so 
bloated has much public and private support. In the two and a half years since the 1992 
European Championship finals in Sweden, thirteen new nations have entered the 1996 edition. 
Most qualifying groups have seven teams which in effect means a very !ong campaign in an 
already crowded fixture tist. Most matcnes are reievant oniy as goai difference boosters with 
most big guns leading a triumphant but predictable march to the finals with huge victories over 
San Marino, Liechtenstein and the Faroe Islands. Public interest, therefore, decreases with the 
qualifiers often known well in advance. 


This cheapening of the qualifiers is partly the fault of UEFA and partly due to recent political 
changes in Eastern Europe. Firstly, the violent unravelling of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union 
immediately led to the creation of several new countries, all eager to be affiliated with UEFA: 
often in a background of civil war. Secondly, FIFA's one country, one vote policy, naturaily, 
favours those confederations with the most countries, and forces every confederation to actively 
recruit new members when it can. This was illustrated in the recent 'battle’ between Europe and 
Asia to claim the former Soviet republics such as Kazakhstan as members; Asia eventually 
winning. However, in the late 1980's Europe became concerned at the growing voting power of 
Africa and Asia and allowed several countries to become UEFA members on highly dubious 
grounds. Although technically San Marino. Faroe Islands and Liechtenstein were eligible for 
UEFA membership, their inclusicn had nothing to do with ability, but with FIFA’s voting system. 
Their lack of foresight has turned ithe European Championship qualifiers into one big, 
meaningless goal difference contest. 


! am not suggesting that these new countries have no right to compete; of course they do. 
However, | believe that UEFA should look at the example of Tennis’ Davis Cup. it has a 
competition proper, whilst weaker teams piay in their own groups in order to win promotion to 
the elite group. Perhaps the last team in each 1996 qualifying group should be relegated with a 
promotion and relegation system worked out. Along with financial suppor, these new ‘minnows’ 
can improve at their own pace without regular beatings, whilst sparing the rest of us the sight of 
a lopsided and predictable tournament. 


The growth and GROWTH of the European championship: 
Year (contestants) 


1960 (17) 1976 (32) 1992 (35) 
1964 (29) 1980 (32) 1996 (48) 
1968 (31) 1984 (33) 2000 (7) 
1972 (31) 1988 (33) 


What's wrong with the N.S.L.? 


It is a question that has been asked a million times. 
John Barbagiannis thinks he might have some answers. 


Football is the world’s number one sport and is considerec a religion in many countries, So it is 
surprising that this great sport has not yet made inroads into the hearts of the Australian sports 
fan. And while the Socceroos, Olyroos, and Young Socceroos continue a rise in their popu arity 
amongst the Austraiian public, the bread and butter of Australian football, the Nationa! Soccer 
League, continues in it's stagnant form, the way it has mainly been since the NSL's inception 
back in 1977. 

The Socceroos are currently enioying a wave of popularity which led to last year’s capacity 
crowd at the Sydney Football Stadium for the Worsld Cup qualifier against Argentina, and record 
television ratings, both for SBS and the game of footbaii in this country. But unfortunately, this 
has not been extended to the NSL. arguably one of the best. if not the best part-time leagues in 
the world. 


Since the NSL was formed in 1977 until the present day the standard of piay has improved 
dramatically, skill has taken over the older style of long bails and instead of importing players 
who are way past their peak and into their twilight years of football, we are now exporting 
immensely talented youth to some of the best leagues in Europe (Keeping some of them here 
too, e.g. Mark Viduka, Steve Coricaj. So why arent the crowds coming? 

The blame for the NSL not taking off as major league from obscurity. the way basketball did, 
must lie with the game's administrators, and while they have done a fantastic job in nromoting 
the Socceroos, the same cannot be said about the job they are doing for the National League. 
The marketing technique that the ASF is using to promote tne nationai jeague is almost non- 
existent. There are no commercials on television stating where and when a game is playec and 
only minimal commercials in the other media. This is where basketball has succeeded and 
soccer has failed. During the baskeiball season, you see commercials on television stating 
where and when the game of the particular club is played, and aithough that is usually the 
domain of the individual club. | am sure that the ASF could help with some of the funding if the 
clubs agreed to advertise. The only type of advertisirg we see for NSL games is usually a one 
day advenisemeni in the sottom of the page in the Herald-Sun, on a page where hardly anyone 
takes notice of it. So how is the game of footbali supposed fo bring in the crowds if they do not 
know that a game is being played 


if the NSL is to become a popular competition then the game has to be advertised. The way the 
NSL has been treated over the years is like, for exampie, Holden releasing a new car, but not 
advertising for it because it thinks people will automatically go out and buy it, and when they 
don't it changes bits anc pieces of t. This is exactly what the ASF administrators are doing. 
Changing the structure of the national ieague, roping that people will attend games. but they 
can't attend any games if they do not know that a game is on. 

The game's administrators might argue that crowds have been increasing since the move to 
summer soccer, but they are not increasing in great amounts. Basketball crowds increased 
alMost overnight because, what do they do? They advertise. The only club in Australian soccer 
which can ciaim io have an average attendance of over 5,000 per game is South Melbourne. 
And the only games which attract more than 10.000 people for a home/away match are the 
South Melbourne-Melbourne Knights game. the South Melbourne-Heidelberg Alexander games 
and the Wesi Adelaide-Adelaide City games. In my opinion all games should attract at least S 
to 8 tnousand peopie, ana 10,000 people shouid attend games reguiariy, not just during the 
derbies. 


What the game of soccer needs in this country is to be exposed to the public, to fet the public 
Know that there is a game being played, the standard of it is high and that they wiil enjoy 
themselves, so how is this supposed to be done? Through the advertisement of the game of 
football. [If needs the stars of Australian soccer, such as Mark Viduka to be exposed to on 
television, and to show the Ausiralian public that the football season doesn't end with the Grand 
Final at the MCG in September, but coniinues on into the summer, showcasing the talents of 
Australian footballers. giving the public a look at the players before they head off overseas. And 
as soon as the ASF administrators understanc this and get up off their backsides and do 
something about it the better it will be for football in this country. 








Harry Georgiadis has taken another look at the second most controversial report in 
Australian soccer history. With the fifth anniversary of the release of this historic document 
just over the horizon, maybe it's a good time to judge the effects of 


The Bradley Report 


On reading the Bradley Report - 
commissioned in May 1990 - | was 
surprised to find that the game has actually 
progressed since then. This is an amazing 
revelation but a true one. Many of Or 

radley's recommendations have been 
implemented and if only the rest were then 
the game could really take off. In particular, 
he had many relevant things to say about 
the structure of the NSL. His observation 
that the League be iruiy nationai may be 
obvious to us ail, but the NSL in 1990 only 
had three of it's fourteen members 
(Wollongong and the Adelaide clus) 
situated outside Sydney and Melbourne. 
Today we have five of thirteen clubs outside 
the two largest capital cities. He envisaged 
NISL clubs in Canberra, Newcastle. Perth, 
Sold Coast and eventualiy Tasrnania. VVithn 
Newcastle and Perth(?) ready to join and 
possibly Canberra, 2 truly nationa! league is 
developing. To this end, Dr Bradiey was 
adamant that under no. circumstances 
would Sydney and Melbourne have more 
than four clubs each. 


His most controversial recommendation 
revolved around relegation and increasing 
the narrow ethnic supporter bases of NSL 
clubs. He believed that promotion and 
reiegation should continue, "but at a lower 
frequency than is currently the case". He 
stressed that relegating a club every season 
would force clubs to abandon the 
improvement of facilities due to the 
increased pressure of on-field success. 
The only way clubs would promote the sport 
and attract sponsorship was by having the 
chance to do so without the constant threat 
of relegation. However, no promotion would 
provide no incentive for progressive clubs 
outside the NSL. 

He recommended different criteria apply to 
the Sydney/Melbourne clubs and the rest of 
the national league clubs. One Syd/Melb 
would be relegated every two seasons, 
whilst one club wouid be relegated from the 
rest of the NSL every three seasons - 
provided adequate replacements ould oe 
found. ‘f a Syd/Melb club were to do down 
then it would only be replaced by a 
Syd/Melb club, and clubs outside the two 
major cities would only go down if a club 
from another regional centre could se 
found. 


9 


Criteria for relegation would not just depend 
on poor results. Clubs would be given a 
grade out of 100 ai the end of every season 
based on financial capability, facilities. 
ability to promote the game, attendances 
and playing strength. Clubs with the lowest 
points total (not necessarily those ciubs iast 
on the table) over a two or three year period 
would be demoted. 

The report guite rightly places heavy 


emphasis on deveiopment. The criteria 
would be as follows: 
Facilities 
- lights 3 
- other 10 
Development Program 
- acministration officer 10 
- development officer ) 
- promotions, sponsors o 
- juniors S) 
Financial capability 20 
Attendances to 
Piaying Ability 25 
TOTAL 100 


The report noted that the criteria would 
change if standards improved amongst all 
clubs. Perhaps the most interesting 
proposal was that of partly de-ethnicising 
the sport and linking each NSL club to 
junior and state league teams in it's area, to 
participate in school sport and to include 
that district's name in the club's name. 
Most clubs have made efforts to move 
towards de-ethnicising their club by 
adopting names locally recognisable; for 
example Melita Eagles have altered their 
name to Parramatta Eagles and targeted 
Sydney's western suburbs. Despite 
hysterical reaction by some people towards 
this, the report did not recommend the 
complete de-ethnicisation of NSL clubs, but 
a change in name and outiook to broaden 
the clubs' appeal and not to replace one 
crowd with another. Linking NSL clubs with 
their local area is a very worthwhile goal 
that could broaden the game's base but has 
not even been attempted; although it's 
difficult to know where to start. 


As i mentioned at the start many of the 
reports recommendations have been 
implemented. The NSL has become more 
national and less Sydney based although 
the financial troubles of St George and 
Leichardt helped the ASF. Promotion and 





relegation have been fine-tuned to allow 
clubs the space to develop although 
Heidelberg don't seem to be taking any 
notice. The report's membership critena 
have aiso been used to fine-tune the 
competition with Morwell replacing Preston 
for reasons other than just playing ability. 
Clubs like Morwell, Wollongong and 
particularly Brisbane are using their 
guaranteed membership as a chance to 
build a strong club on and off the field. 


The report could never fix the NSL by itself, 
all it could do was try and get the structure 
right and give the sport a chance. It’s still 
up to the ASF and the clubs to make the 
league more successful. Well, have they? 


Everyone has their own opinion about this, 
but |! think many of the _ reports 


! NOT ENOUGH GAMES? JOIN THE AMATEURS! 
| Australian piayers nave iong complained about tne lack of games, not just in reiation to 
jinternational fixtures, but to the length of the domestic season as well. No such problems in the | 


recommendations have been implemented 
and have improved the NSL; however, not to 
the extent we would all like Firstly. most 
clubs have tried to broaden their support. 
Sydney United aré overtaking clubs like 
Sydney Olympic and Marconi as the NSW 
capital's most progressive club and their 
logo incorporating the Sydney Opera House 
is a winner. Adelaide City is another club 
who have taken the lead in promoting the 
game and ‘new’ clubs like Morwell Falcons 
and Srisbane Strikers are showing 
enormous enthusiasm (without the consiant 
threat of relegation) to improve their 
facilities and support. The Bradley Repor 
should only be looked upon as a start, ard 
ASF should look at impiementing it fully and 
rewarding those clubs who have the best 
interests of the game at _ heart. 


i 


\ 


Amateur Soccer Federation of Victoria. The proposed caiendar for 1995 was recently released 
and you feel exhausted after just reading it. The season cpens on February 12 with the first ! 
round of the Regions Cup competition, which is split into groups of four so that each club piays ! 
‘at least three matches. Survive that and your into the round of 16. If not. you find yourself in the | 
‘Least Worst Cup. (yeah, sounds Brazilian, we know ..) the finals of which are played on Anzac : 
Day. in March, the League Cup Qualifying Round kicks off, along with the Invitation Cup {for 


reserve teams) and runs throughout the season (similar to the cups in Engiand). Aprii sees the 
ileague program itself kick-off. with 18 rounds running through to September, before the various 


'Top-Four Cup {round-robin format plus eliminators) whittles down the clubs to leave us with the | 
-top twe to fight it out in the final on November 12. Yep, that's right. NINE MONTHS from the 


jopenirg game to the final. if you're good enough of course. 


a ~~ —,s SONGRATULATIONS AURELIO! _ 


Aurelio Viamar became the fourth different winner of the Oceania Player of the Year award, as 


judged by journalists and officials of the various Pacific nations Unfortunately, ‘Studs Un’ has 
,peen unable to compile a fuil list of previous results, so if anyone can entighten us, PLEASE 


‘write in and jet us fili in the gaps. 


| OCEANIA PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


iYear_ Winner Runner-up Third 

1988 Frank Farina (Aust) 

| 1989 Wynton Rufer (NZ) Frank Farina (Ausi 

(1990 Wynton Rufer (NZ) Frank Farina (Aust) 
11991 Robbie Slater (Aust) Pascal Vahirua (Tahiti) Wynton Rufer (NZ) | 
11992 Wynton Rufer (NZ) Ned Zelic (Aust) Pascal Vahirua(Tahiti) | 
1993 Robbie Slater (Aust) 72) Wynton Rufer (NZ) 53 Ned Zelic (Aust) 


(1994 Aurelio Vidmar (Aust) 83 Wynton Rufer (NZ) 56 _ 


Robbie Siater (Aust) 47 








After dishing out 4 yellows and a red in Issue no.1, it seems some people in the game 
haven't learnt the lesson. Regrettably, it's time once again to 


GET THE BOOK OUT! 


RED CARD to Senator John Coulter (right) for his over the top 
reaction to the Stewart Report. Using terms like "mafia" in 
reference to soccer's organization is un-called for. Perhaps he 
was stunned to discover someone actually listening to him for a 
change and got carried away. ‘Studs Up’ believes that John and 
the rest of his parliamentary collagues should get back in their 
boxes and finish their inquiry before they feel qualified to use 
such emotional language. 





YELLOW CARD to Mirko Bazic. coach of the Melbourne Knights, after his unacceptable outburst 
foliowing his side’s 0-1 loss at home to Wollongong. It seems Bazic was none too pieased over 
the fact that five of his players were selected to play for the Olyroos in the January FNT. 

Sadly, it was just another example of certain members of the Australian soccer fraternity wishing 
to put the interests of their own club above those of the country. lt is exactly this type of attitude 
that has prevented soccer in this country from progressing at the required rate. Perhaps Mirko 
would prefer ET to select a maximum of two players per team? Sorry Mr Bazic. say that again 
and YOU'RE OFF! 


YELLOW CARD also to Jim Pyrgolios for going public with his desire to coach Heidelberg Utd. 
Mike Urukalo was still in charge at the time of Jim's unsettling comments, and would have done 
nothing for club stability at the village. Although Uruxalo got the bullet shortly after, JP was 
apparenily never in the running, the job going to Andy Bozikas of course. ‘Stiids Up' believes 
that if JP is looking for a job, he should sound out the officials of clubs he is interested in. You 
don't shoot your mouth off the media, or haven't you seen where that has got other people? 


YELLOW CARD to John Markovski of the Morwell Falcons for wearing what can be best 
described as a ‘politically sensitive’ T-shirt during the warm-up before the clash with South 
Melbourne. The ASF was correct in asking JM to ‘please explain’. and Bobby McLaughlin was 
also correct to ask JM to change ASAP. ‘Studs Up’ enjoys a shit-stir as much as the next 
fanzine, but do you see us Suggesting that JM might hit a purpie patch now that we are in the 
Chinese ‘Year of the Pig’? Come to think of it, after his performances against Colombia and 
Japan... 

While we're on the subjuect of JM, we must issue a YELLOW CARD to certain elements of the 
Hellenic press wno have initiated a "hate campaign" against the Morweli Faicons striker after his 
immature incident at Crinigan road. Greek radio station 3XY went to great pains to explain after 
the Colombia game in Brisbane, that Markovski was too slow and should not be in Eddie _ 
Thomson's calculations. The feeling within the Greek Press was that Con Boutsianis was a bit 
stiff in not being selected and Markovski's selection was very short sighted. Elias Donoudis of 
Greek publication, "Neos Kosmos" proved himself to be unworthy of the title ‘journalist’ with his 
sucgeszion to readers that if Markovski was on our television screen on Saturday night against 
Colombia, we should change the channel. 

AS indicated above, 'Studs Up' does not condone Markovski's antics. put pelieves the press - 
especially the Greek press - should be fair on their appraisal of the big man as a player. It is 
perhaps no coincidence that this season he has scored 3 goals in 2 games against South 
Melbourne, and has clearly proved himself to be a handful to Durakovic, Davidson, Va!kanis. 
Kuzamanovic and co. All top quality piayers beaten by a piayer of a higher quality. 


RED CARD to most journalists’ reactions to the 0-0 draw v Colombia in Brisbane. Okay, the 
game dicn't have any goals or the level of excitement expected: however, headlines like 'No 
Score Bore’ do nothing to promote the spor. | wonder whose sice whey are on? Do they have 
to denigrate their sport to keep their editors happy? It wasn't the greatest of games but the way 
it was made out in the press you would think it was as dull as the America’s Cup. 


And finally, a RED CARD for Danny Tiatto to make up for the two he should have got in recent 
games against the Japanese Olympic squad and their national team. Ard bugger it, Pat Bradley 
can have one after his ‘tacnle’ on Mendez. Er, better stop before we get carried away... 


John Constantine's resignation has thrown open the race to find his replacement. 
it's perhaps the most crucial appoiniment in the game's recent history in this country. 
Harry Georgiadis reckons he knows who should get the job. 


The Chosen One 


After the hysteria of the Stewart Report, John Constantine's successor is faced with the huge 


task of punishing those ressonsible, exonerating the innocent, improving the game's image 
amongst all Australians and setting up the structure to make sure it doesn't happen again. 

The first task of the new man its to immeciately boost morale within the game itself. Even it's 
staunchest supporters have been reeling from Justice Stewart's conclusions, fet alone the 
general public who must have the impression that Australian soccer is run by Don Corleone and 


ng 


Ronnie Biggs 








The new Chairman must jeclaim the report from the 
attention seeking do-cooders in the Senate, whose 
hysteria and sensationalism has served their own 
interests and the the game's The new Chairman must 


also act quickly by punishing the guilty, sacking the 
incompetent and clearly defining the roles of national 
coaches and regulating overseas transfers. Moreover, 





the new Chairman must look to re-build the game's 

image. He himself must be above suspicion, widely 

respected by those inside and outside soccer and not at 

the mercy of certain factions Only such a person could 

bring together everyone in the came and present the 

correct image to the Australian public and corporate . 
Australia. Further, the guy'nor must have the support Warren: 
and vision to make the necessary changes for the High esteem 


game's benefit 

lf the NSL needs restructuring or adminsitration needs altering, the Chairman should have the 
authority to implement change and focus the rest of the Commission to their tasks at hand. The 
new Chairman shouldn't just be a faceless bureaucrat but a person with a great public image 
who has the ability to present our game in a good light to sponsors and the community 
Someone who the media will give regular column inches and air-time. Someone who will 
always go into bat for soccer. 


Only one man fits the bill. It isn't any of those mentioned in the press who may have the 
business skills required but who fack the personality to convert sports fans to soccer { in 
competition with AFL, Rugby League and Basketball), and it certainly isn't Tony Labozzetta, an 
extremely scary thought if ever there was one. 

a hs eee tems $= -Only Johnny Warren fits all the criteria) He has not 
3 been implicated in the Stewart Report, has stayed 
above the sianging matches and remained calm and 
reasonable on the thoughts about the report. Warren 
would not be at the mercy of any state, club or faction 
and would be the only person capable of uniting 
everyone in the game. He is certainly held in high 
esteem amongst the Australian sports public for ooth 
his playing record and his modesty, and is articulate 
enough tc be the ideal spokesman for soccer to the 
public and sponsors. 






Labbozzetta: 
Extremely scary... 


If this was a public election, I'd be saying Vote 1 Johnny Warren 








After the feast of international soccer witnessed here over the last couple of months it's 
going to be pretty difficult to keep the appetite at bay, but there's plenty happening both 
here and overseas in the near future so make sure you 


LOOK OUT FOR... 


MARCH 

1 - European Cup 1/4 final 1st legs featuring Barcelona v Paris St Germain, Milan v Benfica 

2 - Euro Cup-winners Cup 1/4 final 1st leas featuring Sampdoria v Porto, Feyenoord v Zaragoza 
8 - Italian Cup Semi-final 1st legs. Juventus v Lazio, Foggia v Parma 

11-12 - English FA Cup 1/4 finais 

19 - Melbourne Knights host Adelaide City in Grand Final preview? 

29 - Full round of Euro 96 qualifers. Featuring Spain v Belgium, Ukraine v Italy, and an Irish 
derby.. 


APRIL Featuring England, Brazii, Sweden and 
2 - English League Cup Final Japan 

5 - European Cup Semi final 4st legs WOMEN’S WORLD CUP IN 

8-9 - English FA Cup Semi finals SWEDEN 

9 - Final round of the NSL Australia grouped with USA, China, 


12 - Italian Cup Semi-final 2nd legs 

19 - European Cup Semi final 2nd legs 
26 - Heaps more Euro 96 qualifiers JULY 
- including Rep of Ireland v Portugal. 


Denmark 


5-23 - Copa America in Uruguay 


MAY 
19 - West Ham to play in Perth 
2C - English FA Cup Final 


AUGUST 
WORLD U-17 CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 


21 - West Ham to play in Melbourne. ECUADOR 

24 - West Ham to play Olyroos at 

Marconi? SEPTEMBER 

24 - European Cup Final Oceania Olympic qualifiers. 

JUNE DECEMBER 

Ghana to tour Australia Draw for preliminary round of World Cup 
3-11 Four nation tournament in England. 1998 in Paris 


‘Studs Up’ was pretty concerned when this item was spotted in the Melbourne Herald-Sun. 
Attacks on cab drivers are bad enough, but we were doubly concerned when we looked a 
little closer at the bloke on the right...(s {see delow) 


Police warn of taxi attacks 


able for Mr Citizen ov’ 





By ANNEMARIE 





- there to earn 
MITCHELL decent living” Ser 
_.Chetcuti sai 


_He said drivers 
.be wary. of u 
passengers, es 


POLICE yesterday | 
warned taxi drivers to be 
wary of suspicious passen- 


ers after two drivers were -Carlrying large * 
‘bed and locked in their The offender 
‘oots within three men and a 
. the first 2’ 
~’ Chetcuti men fror 

> said are of 





Taxis: computer images of two men police  {PPF 
would like to interview over the cab attacks. 
‘-toct. attack hap- North whe ~ 


SEE YA MID-APRIL ! 


When you'll get even more to masticate over... 


